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BIOGRAPHY. 


The following sketch of the life of President Edwards, is prins 
cipally extracted fram Middleton’s account of him inthe Bige 
graphia Evangelica.— Assembiy’s AL: ssionary Mugazine. 


Mr. JonaTHan EDWARDs was born on the 5th of O ober, 
1703, at Windtor in the flate of Conne@icut. His father was 


| minifter of that piace almoft fixty years: he was defcended 


from Mr. Richard Edwards, minifter of the gofpel in London 
in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, by whom it feems. his wife 
was employed for fome part of her royal attire. In fhort, by 
his lineage, it appears, that his anceftors came from the weft of 
England, and allicd themfelves, upon their emigration, to 
fome of the -beft families in the new country, whither they 
came. 

- Our author was entered at Yale College in 1716, and was 
made Bachelor of Arts in 1720, before he wes feventeen years 
ofage. His mental powers opened themfeclves fo early and 
fo ftrongly, that he read Locke’s Effay upon the Human Une 
derftanding with delight, in his fecond year at college, when 
other boys ufually amufe themfelves with Robinson Crusoe, or 
books of romance and amufement. He difcovered thus ears 


ly an uncommon depth, folidity, and penetration of mind, 


which found nothing fo pleafant to itfelf, as the exercile of ite 


OWR powers. 


R 
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¥e lived at college nearly two years after taking his firft de. 
gree, preparing himfelf, principally for the facred function-— FO 
After paffing the ufual trials, he was licenced. nse 
In Auguft, 1722, he received a call to preach to the Englith ire 
prefbyterians at New-York, where he continued with approba: all 
tion above eight months. This fociety was then too {mall to cal 
maintain a minifter ; and therefore, in the {pring of the year [im th 
4723, he returned to his father’s houfe in Connedticut, where th 





during the following fummer, he followed his ftudies with the fo 
clofeft application. It appears, however, that he had a deep ap 
fenfe of his chriftian and minifterial profeflion upon his mind, 
during his abode at New-York ; that the people "he watched an 
over became very dearto him; and that he left them at laf de 
with great regret. T 
In the fpring of the year 1724, having taken his Matter’si® bc 
degree in the year before, he was chofen tutor of Yale college, ar 
and he followed this duty above two years. It muft be owned, he 
that this was an engagement of great confequence for a young th 
man of twenty-one, who, by his early introduction to the mi- ol 
niftry and other avocations, could not have found too many w 
opportunities for his own improvement : but the ftrength of tc 
his mind overcame what are ufually infuperable difficulties in o 
the way of the generality. iw 
In September 1726, he refigned his tutorfhip, in confe Ww 
quence of the invitation of the people at Northampton in Con. h 
necticut for affiftance to his mother’s father, Mr. Stoddard, £ 
who was the fettled minifter of the town. He was ordained 
. colleague on the 15th of February, 1727, in the twenty-fourth C 
b a f year of his age, and ccntinued in the minifterial fervice there ti 
e till the 22d. June 1750, when he was difmifled. ‘** We have h 
(fays his Biographer) with refpeé to this, an inftrutive leffon e 
t, on the inftability of all human affairs, and the unreafonablenefs d 
of trufting in man-” 1 
Thus ended his fervice of near four and twenty years fora Je ¢ 


people, who had been much upon his heart, and for whom he c 
had always exprefled a very tender concern. ‘ For thei 








131 

good he was always writing, contriving, labouring ; for them 
he had poured out ten thoufand fervent prayers ; and in their 
welfare he had rejoiced as one that findeth great fpoil.” Yee 
all their bad conduét did not alter the frame of his mind. ‘ His 
calmnefs and fedatenefs, his meeknefs and humility, under 
the moft injurious treatment, his refolution and condué in 
the whole affair, were truly wonderful, and cannot be fet in 
fo beautiful and affeling a light by any defcription, as they 
appeared in, to his friends, who were eye witnefles.’ 

Mr. Edwards, who was able to fhine in the feats of learning, 
and fome time after was called to prefide over one, was now 
delegated to the inflruction of favage Indians at Stockbridge, 
This place is in the weftern part of Maflachufetts Bay, and ae 
bout 60 miles from Mr. Edward’s former refidence at Norths 
| ampton. He was fixed here on the 8th of Auguft, 1751, and 
here he continued his labors, in more peace and quietnefs 
than he had ever known before, for fix years. In this interval, 
old as he was, he made greater attainments in knowledge, and 
wrote more for the church of God, than he had ever been able 
to do, within the fame {pace of time, during the former part 
of his life. In this retirement, he compofed his deepeft and 
moft valuable works ; fo that when, in his own judgment, as 
well as in that of others, his ufcfulnefs feemed to be cut off ; 
he found greater opportunities of more lafting fervice than ever 
A pleafing calm, after fo grievous a ftorm, to his placid mind! 


On the death of Mr. Aaron Burr, prefident of New-Jerfey 
College, which was on the 24th of September, 1757, the truf- 
tees of that feminary did themfelves the honor of choofing 
Mr. Edwards to fucceed him. As this was unsolicited and un- 
expected, it does great credit on both fides. But our excellent 
Author was fo far from defiring this preferment, that it was 
with difficulty he could be prevailed on to accept it : modefily 
and unaffectedly alledging his own infufliciency, ill health, and 
difufe to that kind of life. At length, upon the arguments 
and perfuafions of his brethren in the miniftry, he did accept 
of this prefidency, and went from Stockbridge to Princeton in 
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January, 1758. But, alas! the end of his labors on earth wag 
approaching, He had only preached two or three fermons; 
not having entered fully upon the duties of his new office, be. 
fore he was called to a higher place and to a better fervice.— 
The {mall pox, which had been always unufually fatal in Ame 
rica, had infe@ted Princeton, which induced the phyfician of 
the place to advife him to be inoculated, with the confent of 
the corporation, Accordingly he was inoculated on the 13th 
of February, and his diforder at firft feemed to be; favorable . 
but a fever coming on, andthe pufiules lying much in his throat 
no proper medicines could be adminiftered, and therefore the 
violence of it raged, till it put an end to his mortal life, on the 
22d. of March, 1758, in the fifty- fifth year of his age. 

When he was fenfible that death was approaching, he called 
his daughter (who was the only part of his family which had 
yet removed with him) and addreffed her in the following 
words: * Dear Lucy, it feems to me to be the will of God, 
that I muft fhortly leave you : therefore give my kindeft love 
to my dear wife, and tell her, that the uncommon union which 
has fo long fubfifted between us, has been of fuch a nature, as 
X truft is fpiritual, and therefore will continue forever. I hope 
fhe will be fupported under fo great a trial, and fubmit cheer. 
fully to the will of God. And as to my children, you are now 
lice to be left fatherlefs, which I hope will be an inducement 
to you all to feek a Father, who will never failyou.” He de 
fired that his funeral might be attended with no parade (as is 
ufual in America) but rather fomething be given to the poor. 
He could fay but little in his ficknefs, owing to the nature and 
feat of his diforder; but juft at the laft, when furrounded by 
friends, lamenting their lofs and that of the church and college, 
he faid, to their great furprife, as they did not imagine he 


heard them or could fpeax himfelf ; ‘ truft in God, and ye need | 


not fear.’ And then almoft literally, fell afleep in Jefus, 


A marbie tomb-flone, with a latin infcription, has been e- 


rected by the truftees of the college over his grave, in the bu- 
rial ground at Princeton, 
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The life of Fustin the martyr, abridged from Cave, and others 


Jusrin the Martyr, or as he is generally called, St. Juftin 
Martyr, was one of the earlieft and moft learned writers of 
the Eafternchurch. He was born at Neapolis, a noted city 
of Paleftine, within the province of Samaria, anciently called 
Sichem, and fince Flavia Cefarea. His father was Prifcus 
th: fon of Bacchias, a Gentile, who had him educated in all 
the learning, religion, and philofophy, of the gentile world. 
In his younger years, and, as is probable, before his convers 

fion to Chriftianity, he travelled into Egypt and other foreign 
| countries, for the completion of his education. He affures us 
himfelf, that he was at Alexandria, and there received an ac, 
count of the feventy tranflators, and faw the cells wherein they 


wrote the Septuagint. Here he became a Platonift, the tenets 
of which fe&t fuited his own opinions, and in fome meature 


prepared him for the principles of the Chriftian faith. His 
own account of his progrefs towards the truth is in fubftance 
as follows. Being naturally of a philofophic génius, he early 
engaged in the moft inquifitive refearches after truth. He 
became a Stoic—then he lifted under the banner of the Peri. 
patetics ; here his tutor’s fordid covetoufnefs convinced him 
that truth could not dwell with him. He then went over to 
the Pythagoreans, who requiring the previous knowledge of 
mufic, altronomy and geometry, he foon deferted them, and 
jeined the Platonifis, when he determined to give himfelf up 
to a contemplative life. In the execution of this plan of life, 
he was taking a folitary walk by the fea fide, when there met 
him an ancient grave man, of a venerable afpeét, who began 
a converfation with him on the excellency of pholofophy in 
general, and Platonifm in partieular, which Juftin afferted to 
be the only true way to happinefs, and of knowing and feeing 
God. This the venerable man denied and confuted, and gave 
him information of certain blefled and holy men, lovers of 
God and divinely infpired, catled Prophets, who alone under 


fiood the truth, and whofe writings would isflru& him in what 


| 
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moft became a true philofopher to know. That they magnix 
ficd God, the great creator of the world, and preached his one 
ly begotten. Son Jefus, the Chrift, as the Saviour of Sinners ; 
concluding his cifcourfe with this advice, ‘ dut as for thyself, 
absve allthings pray that the gates of light may be set open to 
thee ; for these things are not discerned and understood by all 
unless God and Christ grant to man the knowledge of them ;”— 
and he imm ediately departed from him. This difcourfe made 
a deepimpreffionon Jultin. He began ferioufly and earnefily 
to inquire into the chriflien religion, which he was foon cone 
vinced, was the only certain philefophy ; and calculated to 
beget the {weeteft ferenity and peace inthe minds of its vota* 
ries. His refoluticn to adopt this invaluable fyftem, was con. 
firmed by the innocence of the lives of its profeffors, and the 
conftancy and joy with which they fo frequently met and even 
courted death in his blackef{ form, attended with torments 
and cruelties inconceivable to us at this period of the worlds 
Juflin himfelf gives this account to the Roman Emperor, 
‘ For my own part,’ fays he, ‘being yet detained under the 
Platonic inflitutions, when I heard the chriftians traduced 
and reproached, and yet faw them fearlefsly rufhing on death, 
and venturing upon thofe things that are accounted moft 
dreadful and amazing to human nature, I concluded with my- 
felf, that it was impoffible thofe men fhould wallow in vice 
and be carried away with love of luft and pleafure. For what 
man, who ts a flave to intemperance and pleafure, can cheer- 
fully bid welcome to death, when he knows it muft put a peri- 
od to all his pleafures and delights ; and who would not rather 
endeavor to prolong his life as much as poffible, by deluding 
his adverfaries, or concealing himfelf from the notice of the 
magiftrate, rather than voluntarily betray and offer himfelf to 
a prefent execution ?’ 

The date of his converfion cannot be exaétly fixed, but it is 
conjcClured with a gyeat degree of probability, that it was ae 
bout the year i32 


or ihe 16th of Trajan. It greatly alarmed 


} 


the more confiderate gentiles, who were troubled at fo great 
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alofs, and were much perplexed to account for fo extraordia 
nary achange. . His vindication of himfelf, (hews their appree 
henfions on this occafion. ¢ Think not,’ fays he,‘ O ye Greeks, 
that I have rafhly and without judgment or deliberation des 
parted from the rites of your religion. I could find nothing 
in it, really facred and worthy of the divine acceptance. . The 
matters among yOu, as the Poets have recorded them, are 
monuments of nothing but madnefs and intemperance: anda 
man who applies to the moft learned among you for inftrudti- 
on, foon finds himfelf entangled in a thoufind difficulties, and 
becomes the moft confufed man in the world.’ He then with 
great eloquence expofes the abfurdity of the Pagan creed and 
concludes his addrefs with thefe exhortations, ‘ Come hither, 
O ye Greeks, and partake of moft incomparable wifdom, and 
be inftructed in a divine religion, and acquaint yourfelves with 
an immortal king. Become as I am; for I fometime ago 
wasas youare. Thefe are the arguments that prevailed with 
me: this the efficacy and divinity of the doétrine, which, like 
a fkilful charm, expels all currupt and poifonous affe@tions 
from the foul, and banifhes that luft which is the fountain of 
all evil, whence enmities, {trifes, envy, emulations, anger, and 
fuch like mifchievous paflions do proceed: which being once 
driven out, the foul prefently enjoys a pleafant calmnefs and 
tranquility ; and being delivered from that yoke of evils, that 
before lay upon its neck, it afpires and mounts up to its Crea. 
tor: it being but fuitable that it fhould return to that place 
from whence it borrowed its original.’ 

Juftin went to Rome about the year 140, or the begianing of 
the reign of Antonius Pius, and fixed his refidence near the 
Timothine Baths, upon the Viminal Hill. Here he defended 
and promoted his mafter’s caufe, and with great fuccefs con- 
futed and deftroyed the herefies that then infefted the church; 
particularly that of Marcion, who being turned out of the 


“church for his vicious practices, broached the damnable error, 


that there were two Gods, one of the old teftament, and the 
other a more fovereign and fupreme being, the Father of 
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Chrift, whom he fent into the world to diffolve the law ‘and 
the prophets, and to deftroy the works of the other deity. 
Juftin foon became avery eminent preacher of the gofpel, 
whofe praife was in all the churches. He firmly maintained 
and inculcated, with [reneas, and others who had converfed 
with the Apoftles and their immediate fucceffors, the fecond 
coming of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift in glory, at the 
end of the fourth, or Roman government, as related by Daniele 
About this time, the chriftians being greatly abufed and pers 
fecuted under the ediéts of former Emperors, Juftin wrote hig 
firft apology for the chriftians, and prefented it to the Empes 
ror Antonius Pius, to his two fons, Verus and Lucius, to the 
Senate, and by them to the whole people of Rome, wherein 
with great ftrength and evidence of reafon, he defends the 
chriftians and their religion againft the common objeétions of 
their enemies, proves the divinity of the Chriftian Faith, and 
shews how unjuft and unreafonable it was to perfecute and 
punifh them without due conviction and form of law.—He 
appeals to the acts written under Pontius Pilate, for the truth 
of what he had faid concerning the death and fufferings of the 
Lord Jefus Chrift. He acquaints them with the innocent 
rites and ufages of their religious affemblies. And after. 
wards addrefling the Senate, and fpeaking of the end of 
Chrift’s coming into the world for the falvation-of men, and 
the fubverfion of all demons, he fays, ‘that thefe things are 
fo, you may know by whatis done before your eyes ; tor ma= 
ny that were poffeffed of Devils (or Demons) throughout the 
whole world, and even in this city of yours, whom all your 
Enchanters, Sorcerers, and Conjurers were not able to cure, 
many of us christians, adjuring them by the name cf Fesus Christ 
who was crucifieed under Pontius Pilate, have perfectly cured, 
and do still cure, difarming and driving out of men thofe de- 
mons that had feized upon them.’ And laftly, he put the Em. 
peror in mind of the courfe which Adrian his predeceffor had 
taken in this matter ; by commanding that chriftians fhould 
not be needlefsly and unjuflly vexed, but that their caufe 
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fhould be traverfed and determined in open judicatures. He 
annexed to his apology a copy of Adrian’s Refcript, fent to 
Munucius Fundanus to this purpofe. This had its defired 
effect, and the Emperor iflued the following letter to the coms 
monalty of Afia. 

Emperor Cefar Titus, Hlius Adrian Antoninus, Auguftus, 
Pius, High Prieft, the fifteenth time Tribune, thrice Contul, 
Father of the country, to the Common Affembly of Afia, 
greeting: Iam very well affured, that the Gods themfelves 
will take care, that this kind of men (meaning the chriftians) 
fhall not efcape, it being much more their concern, than it can 
be yours, to punifh thofe that refufe to worfhip them ; whom 
you do but the more confirm in their own fentiments and 
opinions, while you vex and opprefs them, accufe them for 
Atheifts and charge other things upon them, which you are 
not able to make good ; nor can amore acceptable kindnefs 
be done them, than to accufe them, that they may prefer to 
die rather than live, for the fake of that God whom they wor- 
fhip. By thefe means they get the better, being ready to lay 
down their lives, rather than be perfuaded to comply with 
your commands.—As for the earthquakes that have been, or 
that do yet happen, it may not be amifs to advertife you, 
whofe minds are ready to defpond under any fuch accidents 
to compare your cafe with theirs.—They, at fuch a time, are 
much more fecure and confident in their God, whereas you, 
feeming to difown God all the while, neglect both the rites of 
other Gods, and the religion of that immortal Deity, to ba- 
nifh and perfecute to death the chriftians that do worfhip him, 
Concerning thefe men, feveral Governors of Provinces have 
heretofore written to my father, of facred memory, to whom 
he returned this anfwer, that they fhould be no way molefted» 
unlefs it appeared that they attempted fomething againft the 
{tate of the Roman Empire. Yea, and I wyfelf have recet- 
ved many notices of this nature, to which | anlwered, accord. 
ing to the tenor of my father’s conftitution. After all which, 


if any fhall ftill go on to create them trouble, merely becaufe 
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ehey are chriftians, let him that is indicted be difcharged, als 
though it fhould appear that he isa chriftian ; and let the in- 
former himfelf undergo the punifhment.,’ 


Not long after Juftin revifited the eaftern churches, and at 
Ephefus had his famous dialogue with Tryphon the Jew. 
This Tryphon, moft probably, was the Rabbi Tarphon a 
wealthy prieft, the mafter or affociate of Rabbi Aquiba, of 
whom mention is made in the Jewifh writings. He was a 
man of great note and eminence, who had fled his country in 
the late war, wherein Barchochebas had excited and headed 
the Jews, to a rebellion againft the Romans; fince which 
time he had lived in Greece, and efpecially at Corinth, and 
had greatly improved himfelf by converfe with the philofo- 
phers ofthofe countries. In this-dialogue, or difpute which 
Jafied two days, Juftin admirably defends and makes good 
the truth of the chriflian religion, cuts the very finews, of the 
Jewith caufe, diffolves all their pleas and pretences againtt 
ehriftianity, and difcovers their implacable {pite and malice; 
who not barely content to reje€t chriftianity, fent particular 
perfons up and down the world to fpread abroad, that Jefus 
the Gallilean was adeceiver and feducer, and his whole reli- 
gion nothing but a cheat and an impofture.—That in their 
public Svnagogues they folemnly anathematized all thofe who 
turned chriftians, hated them, with a mortal hatred, oppreffed 
and murdered them, whenever they got them in their power. 
Barchochebas their late general making chriitians the objects 
ofhis greateft feverity and revenge, unlefs they would re. 
nounce and blafpheme Chrift. The iffue of this conference 
was, that the Jew acknowledged himfelf highly pleafed, pro- 
fc fing that he found more in this religion, than he thought 
could have been expected from it; wifhing that he might 
enjoy Juftin’s converfation oftener, as it would conduce 


greatly to the true underflanding of the fcripture ; and beg: 


girg his friendfhip in whatever part of the world foever he 
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Juftin again returned to Rome, and prefented his fecontl 


apology to Marcus Antonius and the Senate, on the following 


occafion, A woman had, together with her hufband, lived 
in all manner of wantonnefs and debauchery, but being con- 


verted to chriftianity, fhe fought by all arguments and perfua- 


fions to reclaim her hufband frem his loofe and vicious cours 
fes. He was obftinate and deaf to allher importunity. How, 
ever, by the advice of her friends, fhe ftill lived with him : 


hoping, in time, to perfuade him; till finding all her « fforts 
vain, fhe procured a bill of divorce from him. ‘The hufband 


became‘the more enraged by her departure, and accufed her 
to‘the Emperor-for being achriflian. She, by petition, ob- 
tained leave to anfwer for herfelf. Whereupon, deferting 
his profecution, he fell upon Ptolomeus, by whom his wife 


had been converted to the chriftiaa faith, and had him catft 


into prifon, and feverely tortured, merely for profefling him, 
felf a chriftian. Soon after he was condemned to death— 
Lucius, a chriftian, ftlanding by, remonfirated againft this 
cruel and illegal procedure, telling the judge, that it was 
hard that an innocent and virtuous man, charged with no real 
crime, fhould be aajudged to die, merely for his religious 
profefion; an aét-no ways honorable to the government of 
fuch Emperors as they had, or to the augult Senate of Rome. 
Lucius was immediately -feized, condemned, and led with 
Ptolomeus to execution. 

This barbarous and tyrannical conduct awakened Jutftin’s 


folicitude and care for the reft of his brethren, and produced 


his fecond apology, wherein he complains of the injuilice and 
cruelty of fuch proceedings. 


In this apology, he, without fear or reftraint, in a plain and 


‘convincing manner charges the heathen, (though addrefiing 


‘an Emperor, remakable for his-attachment to the religious 


.fuperftition of his couatry and the worthip of the Gods) with 


the abfurdity and wickednefs of their rites and’ céremonicts.— 
hat their Gods were at beft but demons, impure and unclean 


4pirits, who had long impofed upon mankind; and by their 
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villanies, fophiftries and arts of terror, had fo affrighted the 
common people, who knew not really what they were, and 
who judged of things more by appearance than by reafon, 
that they called them Gods, and gave to every one that name 
which the demon was willing to take to himfelf:—And that 
they really were nothing but devils, fallen and apoftate fpi- 


rits, the chriftians evidently manifefted at every turn—for. 
cing them to confefs it, while by prayer and invocating the 


name of the true God, they drove them out of poffcfled 


perfons, and therefore they trembled to encounter with a 
chriflian. 


*« That they (the Heathen) entertained the moft abfurd and 
fabulous notions of their Gods, and ufually afcribed fuch 
things to them as would be accounted an horrible fhame and 
difhonor to any wife ahd good man ; the worfhip and my fte- 
rious rites of many of them being fo brutifh and filthy, that 
the more honeft and fevere Romans were afhamed of them, 
and therefore overturned their altars and banifhed them out of 
the roll of their deities; though their degenerate potterity 
took them in again—' hat their Gods themifelves were fo ime 
pure and beaflly, their worthip fo obfcure and deteftable, that 
Julius Fermicius advifed them to turn their temples into 
theatres, where the fecrets of their religon might be delivered 
in fcenes, and their players might become their priefts ; the 
common people might fing the amours, the fports and paf. 
times, the wantonnefles and impieties of their gods, no places 
being fo fit for fuch a religion as a theatre. 

That they attributed to their Gods not only human ble. 
mifhes and imperfections, but made them guilty of the moft 
horrid and prodigious villanies and enormities, revenge and 
murder, inceft and luft, drunkennefs ard intemperance, theft 
and unnatural rebellion agaioft their parents; of which their 
own writings were full, almoft in every page, which ferved 
only to corrupt and debauch the mind and manners of the 
yeuth. 


( To be concluded in cur next.) 


TT 
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The Rev. Mr. Kicherer’s Narrative of his Mission to the Hot¢ 
tentots. 


(Concluded from page 77.) 


IT s1raLL now beg leave to give an extract from my diary, 
which was publithed in Holland, in the ninth number of their 
periodical accounts, and which I happened to bring with me 
when I came from thence to London. 

On the 3d of Oétober 1802, I baptized four Hottentot men 
and two women. On the preceding day they had given a [a- 
tisfagtory confe fion of our Calviniftic creed, fhowing that they 
were well grounded in the pure word of God, and that they 
had found folid confolation in the truth, in confidence of 
which they could venture into the eternal world; declas 
ring alfo that they were defirous, by their walk and converia- 
tion, to fhow forth the power of Jefus Chrift, in wiom they 
believed; determined, henceforth, not to live unto fia, but 
unto him. 


The folemn fervice was begun by reading the 52d, 53d. 
54th, and 55th chapters of [faiah. We then fung the 3d. part 
of Pfalm cxviiis The fermon, which was on Rom. vi. 1 —A 
concluded with a fhort addrefs. After which Pfal. Ixxii. ver. 


7. At the kneeling down of the fecond, we joined in that 
verfe of the evening hymn—** Were we found fprinkled with 
thy blood,” &c. ‘The third kneeled down under the laf verfe 
of the fame hymn: and the fourth under the words—*- Come, 
‘¢ Jefus make my fins to vanifh.”” Thefe verfes were fung, 
while they were on their knees, in order to receive the cuves 
nant feal of baptifm, the minifter laying his hands on their 


heads. The ordinance having been adminiltered, the Apofe. 


tolic benediction was pronounced over each of them, fingly. 
"The following Chriftians were witneffes of the facred tranf. 
action: J. Scholtz, C. Botma, Gerrit Maritz, and John Van 


de Werhuifon. Service being over, we had a Love-Featt toe 


gether with our new brethren and fillers, being defirous to ine 
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timate that all the diftinStion which had before fubfifted be. 
tween them and us was now. at an end,and that we fhould 
confider one another as members of Chiift, fupported by the 
fame fpiritual food. 
In the evening of the fame day we celebrated the Lord’s Sup. 
per, when I difcourfed on Rom. viii. 31—34, and there was 


much life perceivable among us. Our new brethren and fifs 
ters from among the heathen, partook of the facred emblems 


with us, and we, through grace, felt perfectly united with 
them. The hymn was Pfalm !xvili. 10. During the cele- 
bration of the ordinance, the High-Prieftly-prayer of our 
Lord, in John xvii. with part of John vi. and Ifaiah ly. affitt. 
ed our devotion. 

The converfion of thefe poor heathen was fcarcely fo fur. 
prifing to us, as the cordial union of fo many Chriftians with 
us in thefe exercifes, though fo contrary to their former cuf- 
toms and prejudices. But he who has the hearts of all men 
in his hand, convinced us that nothing is too hard for him» 


and caufed them not only not to oppofe our proceedings, but 
to manifeft the {pirit of brotherly love.* 





* Mr. K. informs us, that the Dutch colonifts differ much 
in their moral character, and in their difpofition towards the 
mifhonary caufe. ‘* The more moral and ferious,” {aid he, 
‘“ gave me every afliflance in their power, and I can never 
‘be fufhciently thankful for it. Thofe who oppofed us 
“‘ were generally uncivilized and ungodly men, who were 
“led aflray by our enemies, and pretended to fufpe& me of 
“political views. The better fort of the fettlers inftrué 
‘their Hottentots and their flaves, and through their inftru- 
‘‘mentality, fome have .been favingly converted. But 
* thofe farmers, who are notorioufly wicked, are afraid that 


ee > | mt . + ‘ ° . 
‘the heathen will become too wife by inftrudion, and fo 
“reprove them for their wicked works.” ; 
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‘After the Baptifmal fervice, f went round, and fhook hands 
with each of them, in the name of Jefus, to bid them wel- 
come into his church, as my dearly beloved friends. All the 
Chriftians prefent, joined in expreffions congratulatory, and 
full of tender affeftion; the women embracing their fifters 





It may be hereobferved, thatthe Hottentots are not flaves, 
they receive wages for their labor, more or lefs, as they 
live near the Cape or farther diftant, or as laborers happen 
to be fcarce, or the work heavy. Near the Cape, they get 





from five to eight rix dollars for one journey to Cape town, 
in the back fettlements, from fix to eight fheep per year. 
Mott Hottentots hire themfelves out for a year; but the 
colonifts, under various pretences, attempt to keep them 
beyond their time, if they fland in need of them. Severe 
floggings are given on fuch occafions by unjuft matters ; 
‘but, on the other hand, fome of the Hortentots are fo rude 
‘and refraétory, that they deferve very fevere correétion. 

Few, among the fmaller hordes of Hottentots, have any 
chief. If there be a captain, his power is regulated by his 
perfonal ftrength. He may flog a man who is weaker than 
himfelf ; but he is content merely to fcowl at a ftronger re- 
bel or malefaftor. -They have no laws, but every chief fol 
lows the dictates of his own will. 

‘The Bofchemen are rarely without a chief, who is rener. 
ally the moft cunning, or the moft daring among his ban. 
ditti. His merit lies in being the moft bloody murderer a. 
mong his gang, whom he never punifhes for their crimes ; 
but if a man has let flip a favourable opportunity of killing 
a farmer or a Hottentot, the chief is fure to call him to an 


account. In fupport of his authority, he is fometimes oblig- 
ed to fight with his own people ; who kill him without being 


punifhed, except by the relations of the deceafed, who are 
ftri€tly ‘ the ayengers of blood,’ and who purlue the mur. 
derer through rivers and over mountains till they find him, 
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and crving out—" God is performing wonders, in thefe days, 
‘- ip chis dry defart! Ah! what times do welive in! How 
great is the Lord’s loving-kindnefs, who reveals himfelf to 
fuch poor blind creatures!” Every one prefent was ftrongly 
affeéted ; and the Lord himfelf was furely in the midit of 


us. As to my own feelings—I cannot exprefs them. My 
thoughts, on this occafion, were too many to be counted. “I 
could do nothing but weep, or fpeak broken words of love 
and praife, when I confidered what the Lord had done among 
thefe people, by me, his poor unprofitable fervant ; and how 
my eyes now beheld that happy time for which I had longed 
fo much, for which I had fo re peatedly and fervently prayed. 
Things that once feemed to me next to impoffible, were now 
realized. I was overwhelmed with wonder and gratitude 
while we were finging Pfalm Ixxi.5. ‘* The defolate nati- 
on fhall kneel before thee.” (Dutch verfion) I was conftrain- 
ed to cry—* Yes, thou God of truth, this thou haft fhewn to 
“* us, and art fill fhewingto us. Here are the defolate people 
“‘ before thee, to make a tender of their hearts, furrendering 
“« themfelves forever to thee, O King Jefus, who halt fhed 
“* thy blood for them, as a ranfom for their fins. O my God, 
** who didft fay to me, go out from thy country and thy fami- 
<< ly into a land which [ fhall fhew thee. eternal thanks be to 
“ thee from the bottom of my heart. Thou haf fhewn 
“* great faithfulnefs to me thy fervant, and my eyes have feen 
“ thy falvation. Thouhalt transformed the wildernefs into 
“<a fruitful ficld, and the dry places into pools of water. Ac. 
“ complifh thy promifes, that the enemies of thy crofs may 
“ fee, that Jchovah’s wonderful working hand hath done 
“this, Gird me and all thy fervants with flrength to com- 
“* bat the old Dragon and his power, to take the {poil from 
** the ftrong, proving morethan conquerors. O thou great 
*¢ Fore-runner, blefis our poor fervices, and exert thy power 
‘* itill more and more, for we expect greater things than 
** thefe ; Come Lord Jefus, Amen,” 
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When -leaving the chapel, it was pleafing to obferve, how 
the poor Hottentots congratulated the new brethren and fits 
ters ; and how they encouraged them to live henceforth ene 
tirely to the Lord Jefus Chrift. One, in particular, embras 
cing his newly baptized fricnd, exclaimed—** Ali! my dear 
“brother, let go the world and its allurements; they are 
crucified to thee by the death of Chrift; live and fuffer 
“ henceforth for him, keeping in remem)iance your vows, 
“ and the holy Triume God will make good his promites to 
© you; now you have nothing to do but to aik, and he will 
** give you all you want.” 

At the clofe of this, as on a’] facred days, it was truly af. 
fe&ting to behold the whole congregation, immediately after 
fervice, difperfing over the fields and hills, in order to medi. 
tate and pray over what they had heard and enjoyed. I give 
them the example, and they all follow me. Wherever I ZO» 
I meet with. flragglers, engaged in folitary meditation, or lys 
ing on the ground, behind the bafhes, or between the clefis 
of rocks, pouring out their fouls to God in prayer. 

On the Lord’s day no attention is paid to worldly bufinefs.. 
from morning to evening, the whole time is employed in re- 
ligious exerciles, public or private. No victuals is dre fled till 
after the laft public fervice ; nor are any perfons fecn loitering 
about ; the people of the fettlement have but one bufinefs-on 
that dav, and that bufiacfs is, the fervice of God, 

On the 25th of Decerme:r, 1802. we had another baptifmal 


+ 


folemnity. On the 226. « a.mber of chriflians and heath 4 
arrived from various p23: ‘itn is the pleafing tranfactiog ; 
and we rejoiced together usuct the imiuccnce of divine grace 
and chriftian aff-stion, 

On the 24th ali the adults, who were to be baptized, name, 
ly, four men ani twelve women, made their confeMion of faith, 
to the altonifhmen: and confufion of many chriftia s. as they 
-frankly owned. After this, fome queftions were put to the 
children, which they anfwered exceedingly well, Among 


others alittle girl, between eight and nine years old, {poke 
) sy 


if 














\ 


146 


for half an hour, without intermiffion, and with great proprie- 
ty. This confeffion took up eight hours and a half. It was 
introduced by finging the 98th Pfalm; and the attention of 
the congregation was relieved by verfes, interfperfed, of the 
hymn—* O Zion’s King, God’s only Son,” &c. 

_ On the next day, at ten o’clock, the folemn fervice began. 
The chriftians vied with each other, in offering to ftand wit. 
neffes to the baptifm of the children of this new congregation. 
I preached on Rom. v. 1, 2, concluding with an appropriate 
addrefs, in which I called on the adults to put off the old man, 
or the corrupt principles of their finful nature, and to put on 
the Lord Jefus. The facrament of baptifm was then admi- 
niftered, firft to the adults, and next to the children, (twenty: 
feven in number) the fathers holding them on their knees; 
and the mothers bringing their babes in their arms. We 
then fang our favorite hymn—‘‘O Zion’s King, &c.”” In the 
evening we fat down to a love-feaft, and afterwards to the 
holy communion. I concluded the day by preaching on 
Rom. vili. 1,2. It wasa bleffed feafon, our young chrifti- 
ans joining with us in brotherly fellowfhip, and partaking in 
our bleffings. I was much fatigued, but the Lord ftrength- 
ened me. 


It was my intention not to baptize any more perfons, till [ 
fhould return from Europe; for I had now refolved upon go, 
ing thither, partly for the fake of my drooping health, partly 
on account of fome important domeftic concerns, and alfo with 
a view of confulting the directors of the Miffienary Society in 
London, on the belt means to be adopted in future. But the 
greater part of the people who had continued with me from 
the beginning, came to me daily exprefling their earneft defire 
of receiving this token of the covenant, for, they faid, they 
alfo wifhed to be the fervants of Jefus, declaring that they 


faw no other way of efcaping from the wrath to come, but by © 


the vicarious facrifice of the Son of God. Having feleéted 
from among them fuch as appeared to me molt fit to receive 


this feal of covenant love, I baptized, on the 15th of January, 
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1803, three men, feven women, and twenty-four of their 
children, The joy was great and fincere. Thofe whohad 
formerly been baptized, were exhorted to reconfider their ob- 
ligations, as well as their privileges. ‘This took place only 
two days before my departure from Zak River, fo that we 
had not opportunity of rendering it fo public, or fo folemn, 
as in the former in‘tances ; neverthelefs, the impreffion it left 
on all minds was very deep and defirable. Thus I left eigh- 
ty-three baptized heathen at the fettlement, the whole popu- 
lation being about fix hundred.—So far the Dutch account. 
In the courfe of the year 1802, I had an agreeable vifit from 
brother John Kock, who, with three of his Bootfuannas, (one 
of them a chief, called Perry) and their families, had travel- 
led to Cape Town. John Kock related a fact, which is cer. 
tainly remarkable. He preached to the natives, (who area 
more intelligenfrace of men than the Hottentots) the leading 
doftrines of the Chriftian faiths but, for fome time, to no 
vifible purpofe. But on a certain night, which was very rainy 
a Bootfuanna being in the fields, and not fucceeding in mas 
king a fire, by the ufual method of rubbing two flicks toge-« 
ther, it came into his mind that he would pray to Jefus, whom 
he had heard could anfwer the petitions of his people; when, 
to his great furprife, the very next attempt proved fuccefs- 
ful.. This Sngular eircumflance impreffed his mind, and in- 
duced him to become more attentive to the preaching of the 
Gofpel; he began to difcover the neceflity of experimental 
religion, and there was reafon to hope that the fpark which 
was kindled in his mind wuuld never be extinguifhed. Ohy 
the condefcending love of God to poor blind creatures / 
Perry conceived a ftrong affection fur me, and afked a num- 
ber of pertinent queftions, such as, Whether the baptifmal was 
ter differed in its nature from that of the rivers of Caffraria ? 
Whether Jefus was the Saviour of Caffres as well as of Hot- 
tentots? How he could be God and man at the fame time? 
‘He preffed me hard to go with him to his own country, pro- 
mifing that he would prepare every thing for my reception, 
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and affuring me that he fhouid efteem that day the happieft 
of his life when he fhould fee me arrive at his Kraal. He 
even offered to go with me over the great water. 

About the fame time, I enjoyed an agreeable vifit from 
Brother Anderfon, who informed me that every thing went 
on well at the Great River, and that the work of the Lord 
profpered much 1a thofe parts. 

On the 17th. of January, 1803, I took leave of my dear af- 
fectionate people at Zak River,* and proceeded to Cape 
,own, in order to take my paflage for Europe. After trying 
in vain, for fome time, to procure a paflage ina Dutch veffel, 
1 was oblijed, at lafl,to goonboarda Dane. On the fouth 
of the equmedtial, the wicd was generally favorable ; but af- 
ter we had crofled it, we met with adverfe winds which took 

= 

* Mr. Ks parting was very aff:éting. The poor people 
went bitterly. They laid hold on his hands and faid they 
could norlcthim go. They faid they would pray to God to 
bring him back food ; they thought they fhould die if he did 
notreturn. They exprefled their apprehenfion that it was on 
account of their gui't, end becaufe they had not fufficiently 
prized the miniftry of the Gofpel, that they muft be deprived 
of it. A gentleman who faw them after Mr. K.’s departure 
faid that no perfon mult now mention his name to them, and 


that if any one happened to do fo they would be extremely 
affected and weep much. 





Mr. K. left the congregaticn under the care of Mr. Bot. 
man, a worthy plous man, a mative who had been a farmer. 
But being determined to devote himfelf to the fervice of 
Chrift and fouls, he had fold all his goods and became a 
zealous preacher of the Goipel. 

Mr. K. left them with tue afurancé that he would return 
to them, if poffible, in the courfe of a year, or little more, 
He left London, Dec. 21, for Holland, expedling a paflage 
from thence to the Cape very fhortly. 
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us far out of our proper courfe. At length, we fpoke-with a 
fhip, which communicated to us the diftrefiing news that the 
war had again broken out ; in confe quence of this: informatie 
on we fteéred round Scotland, towards Norwav, where we: 
made a habor, in which we were glad to find a fhelter from 
the very heavy gales. From thence we proceeded, July 
16th. to the Texel, in the very entrance of which we were 
examined by an Englifh cruifcr. I committed myfelf to 
him, who never fled to be 4 re fuge for me inthe day of 
trouble, and he delivered us; for though the captain of the 
veflel examined cur papers, which certainly proved us the 
faireft prize imaginable, he fuffered us to proceed. We knew 
not how to account for his generofity, as every fifhing boat 
was taken by the Britifh: however, we were thankful to the 
Lord who had brought us fafely to the place of our deftina» 
tion, we being the only thip of all thofe, which left the Cape 
with us, that reached the mother country. 


With this number we conclude the interesting narrative of the 
Rev. Ar. Kicherer’s mission to the Hottentots ; we trust the 
friends of Zion, who huve read it, are animated with the prose 
pect, that numbers of these poor deluded people wili become 
followers of the Lord Fesus Chriss. 
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ORIGINAL LETTERS. 





LETTER 5, 
My young Friends, 

For fuch I prefume [ may call you, though our acquaine 
tance has not rifen to any degree of intimacy. This letter 
_is intended not only for your perufal, but alfo for your young 
companions, to whom [ beg you to read it when you have 
an opportunity. Some things might perhaps be fuggeited by 
me, were [to attempt it, which might be ufeful to perfons of 
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your age, in your general conduétin life. But leaving you 
¢o the inftru@tions of your parents and friends, who, being 
with you, have frequent opportunities of addreffing you, ref. 
pecling thofe rules of induftry, economy, fobriety, and fince- 
rity, which you will find neceflary to be obferved, I wifh to 
call your attention to afubjeét of the greateft importance. 
Permit me to aflure you that it is one, in which your prefent 
and everlafting happinefs is deeply concerned. You are not 
fo ignorant, but you will readily perceive that I mean 
Religion. 

‘© Religion is the chief concern 

“© Of mortals here below.” 


But here I am almoft Nopped. For how fliall I addrefs 
thofe, who have lived uncer the advantages for religious in- 
f{tru€tion, which you have always enjoyed? May the fpirit of 
God dire&t my thoughts, and enable me to fay fomething that 
may reach your hearts ' 

You have been often told that you were finners, and per- 
‘haps in general terms have confented to the charge. But did 
youever ferioufly confider what is implied in fuch an accufa- 
tion? What is a finner? He isa tranfgreffor of the law of 
God, his Creator, preferver, and benefactor. He is a rebel 
againit the rightful! authority of the Sovereign of heaven and 
earth ; to whom he is bound to render obedience by every 
obligation. He has that very temper in his heart which 
makes fatan a devil, and would lead him to dethrone the Al- 
mighty if it was in his power. He is already under a fen- 
tence of condemnation by the righteous law of God, which he 
has broken. And is this your charaéler? Does not your 
blood almoft freeze with horror, to confider yourfelves in 
this condition? Rebellion againft your father vou would ef. 
teem highly criminal. Ingratitude towards a kind’‘benefac. 
tor you would deteft. A temper of mind to refufe every re. 
quirement of a loving teacher, you would think umpardonable. 
But all thefe ditpofitions united in the fame heart, would fall 
as far below vour guilt, as God is greater than man. You 
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would be overwhelmed with anxiety and diftrefs were you 
condemned to be executed for a breach of the penal laws of 
the country; how tRen can you be eafy and unconcerned 
when you are condemned by the righteous law of God to be 
damned? Itis not, [am perfuaded, becaufe you think your 
bodies more valuable than your fouls—ng, it is becaufe you 
hope God has told you a lie, and that your condition is not fo 
bad as it is reprefented in his word. ‘* He that believeth not 
God hath made himaliar.” Bluth at your degeneracy, and 
tremble at your danger. 

But perhaps you may conclude that Lam urging the mate 
tertoo far, and if I fuppofe you to be fo criminal, I mutt 
needs hate you. Far be it from my heart to hate or defpife 
any of Gods creatures, however much I may difapprove and 
lament their practices. But you fhould confider this attempt 
to fhew you your danger as flowing fromlove. You are no 
worfe by nature and practice than {have been, and many os 
thers whom God has redeemed by his grace. Jefus Chrift 
did not hate finners whom he {aw in this deplorable condition, 
but pitied them, and came to fave them. ‘ God alfo com- 
mendeth his love towards us, in that while we were yet fin. 
ners, Chriflt died torus.” The bleffed Jefus knewthat we 
were undone, therefore he came to feek and to fave that 
which was loft—not merely thofe that would have been loft 
but thofe that are already loft. Hence thofe that are fa- 
ved are called ‘* brands plucked out of the fire.” He obey. 
ed the law which we had broken; he fuffered the penalty that 
was denounced againft us; and having overcome in the 
greatnefs of his ftrength, he burft the bands of death, and afs 
cended to heaven. .God has declared himfelf well pleafed, 
and now freely offers falvation and pardon to every one who 
is willing to be faved from fin and mifery. He calls upon 
_ mankind from the ends of the earth to look to Chrift that 
they may be faved; and even expoftulates with them, afking, 
“* why will you die ?”? And is it not {trange that you fhould be 
unwilling to accept this great falvation? Perhaps you willen. 
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deavor to excufe yourfelves, and think that you are not un- 
willing. But have you not heard thefe glorious tidings of 
golpel grace fouading in your ears a hundred times? Why 
then have you not embraced the offer, and fubmitted your- 
felves ta the Lord Jefus Chrit? Ts it not becaufs you love 
fin more than God, and prefer the pleafures of this world 
more than the duties of religion? And can you fuppofe this 
will excufe you? Will it not rather be an aggravation of your 
fin and cond:mnation? You have often heard that juflice re= 
quired your deftruction; but God in mercy has patiently 
waited upon you, offered you a pardon for your fius—a pars 
don bought with the precious blood of his Son—offcred it 
freely, and intreated you to accept ofit. You have been told 
of the happy confequences of accepting it, and warned of the 
danger of refufing. And will you yet delay, and try to per- 
fuade yourfelves another time will do as well? If a fubje&t of 
any government had forfeited his lite by tranfgreffing its laws, 
and was afterwards to reject a pardon his gracious fovereign 
freely offered him, would it not be juft he thould be hanged? 
And will not your damnation be juft, who fhall refufe and ne- 
glect fo great falvation, as God has offcred to finners in the 
gofpel? I therefore intreat you all in the bowels of pity to flee 
from the wrath to come. Wait ro longer; but feck the 


‘Lord while he may be found, and call upon him while he is 
near. Begin immediately to pray to God to have mercy up- 


on your fouls, you know that religion is neceflary, and you 
have not obtained it. And can you flcep again while in your 
fins, and under the curfe of almighty God? Don’: mind the 
world. Let it caft out your names as evil. Fly to the open 
arms of Chrift, and pray without ceafing till Chrift be formed 
in you the hope of glory. May God perfuade you by his 
grace, and make you willing in the day of his power.——So 
prays your foul’s friend, Q. 
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~ ORIGINAL LETTERS. 





LETTER 6: 


_ My Friend, 


Ar twenty minutes after twelve o’clock in the night, I bee 
gin to write this letter, Your wonder is already excited, and 
willnot probably be diminifhed, when informed, that I rofe 
this morning, or rather yeiterday morning at four o’clock.— 
To keép you no longer in fufpence, Mr. M——’s little fon is 
no more. Nothing but his fhade now remains among us, and 
my attention to that has kept me awake till now. 





I was alarmed laft night, at the time above mentioned, by 
Mr. M——’s calling me, and informing me that his child was 
dying. It had been unwell for two or three days, but with- 
out any fymptoms ofdanger. I made all the hafte I could to 
his houfe, and to my unfpeakable furprife, found it violently 
convulfed, “It would have drawn compaffion from any heart, 


to have feen the ftruggle this little creature made for life; 
However it did not die immediately as I expeéted, but lived 





a fad monument of mifery till noon. Alli~this time it was 
agonizing with itrong convulfions, Sometimes it would lofe 
its breath till every one would conclude it was dead, then 
with a violent gafp it would again difcover figns of life. No 
more need be faid than that it is fnatched away from a world 
of mifery. How uncertain is human life, and how little do 
we think of the change that muft pafs upon us at death! The 
child is no longer mortal. It has got before us, and gone 
the way we muft follow, Happy would it be for us were 
we as innocent. How would it fmooth the much dreaded 
path! {t had not lived to fin againft God, by abufing his 
mercies, nor trampling on his grace, as we have done, I be- 
- Fieve it is now before the throne of God, adoring the bleffed 
Jefus for his meritorious death and fufferings, which opened. 
a door for its admittance into the regions of endiefs felicity, 
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There is fomething in death fhocking to wature, but guile 

is much more dreadful. 

If finbe pardon’d-P’m fecure 
*© Death hath no fting befide, 
‘© The law gives fin its damning power 
« But Chrift my ranfom dy’d.” 

Yes, there was fomething terrible to the fond difegnfolate 
parents. Cannot you drop a fympathetic tear with them on 
the lofs of their frst their on/y child? However philofophiy 
eally a perfon may talk on fuch events, it certainly requires 3° 
greater fhare of fortitude than moft poffefs, to fubmit to fuck 
bereavements with compofure. But they appear to fubmitte 
this afflictive difpenfation with a becoming refignation. They 
aét and {peak as if reafonmpreferved its authority over paflion. 
Our divine religion holds out to them @ confolation which 
they embrace. They acknowledge he was God’s gift, which: 
he had a right to re-claim whenever he pleafed. _ They be- 
lieve that he ftill exifts; and that he will be re-animated and 
reftored to them again in all the perfections of immortal beau. 
ty, where there wil] be no more pain nor death, forrow nor 
erying. What ahappy fource of comfort! How abfurd the 
infidel’ who ftupidly reje&ts it! And how negligent are poor 
mortals about feeking after it! | 

Well, fince I am fitting with the little fhade by my. own felf— 
every one in the houfe afleep—all nature wrapt in darknefs as 
im a funeral fhroud-——every thing huffied to filence ag if to 
heighten the folemnity ofthe feene and to promote ferious 
thoughts, then, 

‘“* Why not think on death? is life the theme, 

“ Of every thought? and with of every hour? 

“ And fong of every joy ? furprizing: truth ! 

‘“« The beaten fpaniel’sfondnefs not fo ftrange !” 

Would it be too much of a paradox to fay, that death is the 
moft important tranfaCtion of life? It isa great event to be 
born, and to be placed here in a ftate of probation for eterni- | 
ty; butit isa greater to die, for then our fate will be us 


~ 
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after ably fixed. Why then this réluftance to indulging the 
thought of death? It cannot do any harm, it may do much 
good; and fiirely it “becomes réafonablé creatures to think 
dbout an évént of fuch vat confequence. Let me turn my 
eyes to' that Tittle corplfe. A few hours ago, every breath it 
drew extorted a groan from the bofom of its afflicted parents. 
Now i it fleeps i In peace, without feeling or-com municating dif. 
trefs. Perhaps I may have no friends near me thus to la- 
ment my exit. Be it fo, provided Jefus is nigh. I know that 
death will approach, and that the king of terrors muff be en- 
countered, but if God be for me, who can be againft me? Let 
me therefore always re member that in the midi of life, Lam 
an death, and fo conclude my letter with the almanac. 

** As he is now 

“s ‘ So muft I be.” 

Iam your’s &ec. Q. 


ee OE 
@BSERVATIONS ON THE PLAGUES OF EGYPT. 
{Concluded from page 118.) 


December 8ih 1801. 

I wow proceed with the obfervations upon the plagues of 
Egypt. 

The eighth plague was that of the locufts. People unae- 
quainted with thefe infets, may think it ftrange that, after 
fuch awful difplays of divine vengeance, as are recorded in 
the preceding chapters, fo poor an inftrument as a grafhop- 
per or alocuft thould be introduced. But a [warm of locutts 
(fach as are found in thefe countries) is a molt fearful calami- 
ty. The judgments of God were brought on in a feries, fo 


. a8 gradually to deftroy every hope of the Egyptians, and cut 


of every refource upon which they depended. The flax and 
» barley were ruined by the hail; but the wheat and rye were 
mot in thé ear, atid’ofcourfe were mot fo much mjured, Ihe 
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focufts therefore were fent.to devour every. leaf and blade of 
grafs that was left in the land, The traveller, Ludolphus 
Speaking of the ferpents with which Ethiopia abounds, adds 
** But much more peroicious than thefe, are the locufts, 
** which do not frequent the defart and faady’ places, as the 
* ferpents, but the places beft manured, and the orchards lae 
*¢ den with fruits. They appear in prodigious multitudes, 
** like thick clouds, which obfcure the fun, nor plants, nor 
** trees, nor fhrubs appear untouched, And wherever they 
“* feed, what is left appears as if parched with fire. Somee 
** times they enter the very bark of trees, and then even the 
** return of {pring cannot repair the damage. A general 
*¢ mortality enfues, and regions lie wafle for many years.” 
Other travellers fay that the appear in fuch aftonifhing num- 
bers as to cover the earth four inches thick, They are much 
larger, and infinitely more deftruCive, than what are called 
locufts in this country. The prophet Joel fays, that the 
land is as the garden of Eden before them, and behind them 
a defolate wildernefs. When they appear, the land looks as 
if covered with fnow, fo totally do they pillage every plant: of 
its moifture. And when they die, the ftench ecaufes a molt 
dreadful peftilenee. About a hundred and twenty years be- 
fore Chrift, a fwarm of locufts ravaged the coaft of Africa, 
and deftroyed every vegetable in the country. Upon rifing 
on their wings into the air, they were carried by a ftrong 
wind into the fea, and drowned. Afier which, the furt threw 
fuch vaft heaps upon the ihore, that there arofe a moft dread. 
ful peftilence. In the country bordering upon Carthage not 
lefs than two hundred thoufand perfons died. In Numidia 
eighty thoufand perifhed from the fame caufe. This is fuf. 
ficient to fhew what a dreadful fcourge they are to any nation. 

The Egyptians had deities in whom they trufted to free 
their country from thefe terrible invaders. By their meang 
they expected then to be delivered from them. They alfo 
depended much upon the fertility of the foil; and upon'tthe 
deities Iris aud Serapis, who were the confervators of plentys 
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They. alfo confided greatly in the god of the feafons. But 
| thefe could not ftand before the true God. 
~” It may be proper to obferve that this miracle confifted not 
in the coming of locufts (for that was not uncommon) but in 
their coming exactly at the time foretold by Mofes, and in 
their being larger and more deftruétive than any that had been 
feen in Egypt before, or that ever would be feen afterwards. 

The ainth plague was darknefs which might be felt. This 
was a very extraordinary judgment, and quite difimilarto any 
thing that had ever been experienced by any nation. It was 
certainly dire&ted with a particular view to the fentiments of 
the people whoa fuffered, and bore a {trong analogy to thea. 
The Egyptians were a wife, and learned people: they held 
traditions of the creation, and of the principal events, which 
had happened from the beginning of time. They knew the 
hand which formed all things ; but they chofe to exprefs eves 
ry thing by allegories; and thefe, again, were defcribed by 
fymbols, and hieroglyphics, to which they paid an idolatrous 
reverence. By this means the reality was loft in the fem- 
blance. They looked upon light and- fire as proper types of 
the Deity. The fun was confidered as a juft emblem of his 
glory. This was fpecious but it withdrew their attention 
from the proper objea&t of worfhip, which became by degrees 
obfcured, and at length totally effaced. The name of the 
true God was loft, and all adoration was paid to the fun the 
earth &c. The fan was efteemed the foul of the univerfe. 
The moon, too, it may be remembered, was worthipped as a 
Deity. And they were addreffed in fuch forms as follows, 


“+ Let the Sun the great author of our race be invoked as wits . 


nefs &c.” Again, -*O!,our Lord the Sun, and our Gover- 
nefs the Moor!” Once more, ** O! Sovereign Lord the 
Sun and all ye other Gods!’”? What then could be more 
reafonable and appofite, than that a people who had abuled 
“their knowledge, who worihipped the Sun as a God, fhouid 
thus be doomed to temporal, judicial darknefs, The judges 
ment bore dn analogy tothe crime. It was a juft punithment 
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to them, and a proper warning to others. Nor was this alt? 
As the Egyptians paid an undue reverence to the Sun, and to 
light, fo they fhowed a like veneration for the night, and for 
darknefs. The Greeks, who defcended from the Egy ptians, 
ufed to addrefs night as the parent of Gods and men ; as the 
origin of allthings. Night, they faid, was foveréign of all 
things: and the Egvptians were faidto pay a fort of religious 
worfhip to the Mugale (a kiad of mole, faid to‘be blind) bee 
cavfe they thought it a fit emblem of their Goddefs night. 
It was therefore, highly proper that thefe people fhould bé 
punifhed by a palpable darknefs, They fuffered a deprivas 
tion of light which their deity iris (the Sun) could not ré- 
medy. They were punifhed with that effential night which 
they had worfhipped. | 

{It may be proper now to recapitulate the leading features 
in the charadters of the Egyptians. They abounded in em- 
blew atical deities, and were much attachedtothem. Their 
learning, their external purity, and fanity, made their reli- 
gion very fpecious and captivating to fpeGtators. They 
were allo, fcrupulous obfervers of figns and omens. When 
any event, efteemed a prodigy, took place, they wrote an ac; 
count of events immediately following ; and if in procefs of 
time any fimilar appearance occurred, they imagined that the 
fame events would take place. If thefe people then, wer: 
through fuperflitious fear, always attending to portents ana 
prodigies, and making falfe inferences, to the abufe of their 
reafon, and the feduction of others, we fee a further propriety 
and analogy in thefe jUdgments of Heaven.» In great wifdom 
and juftice, real prodigies were exhibited before them, which 
could not be miflaken ; and they were punithed in their own 
way for their credulity and fuperftition, It was not the 
glancing of a meteor, an unufual birth, or the fantaftic flight 
of a bird, which now demanded their attention. ‘Their fa- 
cred river was polluted and turned to blood; their fandtified 
foil rendered infectious, and produced boils and blains ; their 
ferene air was overcaft, and rain and hail, lightening and 
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thurader, with fire mingled with rain enfued, and laftly the 
children of light, the offspring of the fun, were condemned 
toa preternatural ftate of night. All thefe were real prodis 
gies, and were pointed and fignificant. They were particu 
larly applicable to the Egyptians, as they were friétly ana 
logous with their fuperftitions and idolatries. 

» One judgment fill remains, more terrible, and more afs 
fe&ting than any which had preceded. This is the death of 
the firft born. Mbofes gave public notice to the people that 
at midnight the fir’ born of every family thould be cut off, 
from the firft born of Pharaoh, to the firft born of the maid 
who worked atthe mill. There thall be, fays he,a great 
ery through all the land, fuch as never had been witneffed bee 
fore. The calamity muft therefore be great indeed; for no 
Ration was fo addicted to tears and lamentations as the Egyp. 
tians. In their funerals, they gave themtelves up to every 
extravagance and grief, running about the ftreets in a moft 
frantic manner, defiling their faces with foil, and filling the 
air with their cries, beating their breafts, and lafhing their bo« 
dies. This was done too, on occafion of the death of any of 
their facred animals. But the grief on this occafion was to 


exceed every thing that had been known before. They were 


not to weep for the lofs of an asaris, or for any imaginary 
misfortune. The firft born, the pride and the folace of every 
family was to be cut off: fo that their forrow fhould be from 
the heart, real, exuberant, univerfal: they were to be ine 
dulged in grief, to fatiety, they were to be glutted with tears, 
and lamentations. 

But there was a meaning in this judgment of greater com 
fequence than any that had preceded. The deftroying angel 
was to go through the land: che [frealites were liable to be 
cut off, unlefs they obferved a particular ceremony preferi- 


- bed: this was the paffover, by the obfervance of which they 


were fecured for the prefent, and a fecret intimation was 
given of greater bleflings hereafter. A perfect lamb was to 
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be taken. killed, and dreffed by fire, with bitter herbs : it was 
to be eaten by the people ftanding, with their loins girded, 
their fhoes upon their feet, and ftaves in their hands. The 
the whole procefs was that of pilgrims, and fojourners, who 
were fetting out upon their journey through the wildernefs, 
to a place of blifs, called Canaan. But to fecure to theme 
felves thefe advantages, they were to take the blood of a 
blamelefs lamb, which they had facrificed, and with a bunch 
of hy{fop, dipped in the blood, to fprinkle it upon the pofts, 
and pillars, of the entrance into their houfes, and upon their 
threfholds, By this token were they to be preferved. They: 
were likewife to take care that nota bone of it fhould be 
broken, (fee Exodus 12.) And when the people had pers 
formed this facred ordinance, they waited for the great 
event, which was to bring about their deliverance. At lat 
the cry was raifed. At midnight, all the firft born were 
{initten. It was obferved that all the Egyptians were very 


frantic io their grief. When any one died they all left the” 


houfe: the women with bare bofoms, and difhevelled hair 
ran about the ftreets: the men equally difordered in their 
appearance aceompavied them; all fhrieking, and howling, 
and beating themfelves as they pafled along. This was done 
upon the death of a fingle perfon, when one, therefore, was 
dead in every family, every houfe muft have been emptied of 


its inhabitants, and the whole country muft have been covers. 


ed with people, weeping, and wailing, and fhewing all the 
frantic excefles of grief. How fhocking! There was indeed 
acry inallthe land of Egypt. The fuddennefs of the ftroke ; 
the univerfal cry of death through all the land, at the mid- 
night hour, mult have ftruck every heart with terror / 

One manifeft purpofe of providene in thefe figas and judg- 


ments, was to puniflithe Egyptians with a feries of evils, and . 


thefe on two accounts: firft, becaufe they had good under-« 
ftanding, and great knowledge, which they fhamefully abufed, 
and proftituted to the bafeft idolatry; and fecondly, becaufe, 
after their nation had been faved by an Ifraelite; they had 
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enflayed the. people to whom they were fo much indebted 
contrary, to all justice, and to exprefs ftipulation: and not 
contented wich this they had proceeded to murder their off 
fpring. They had been warned to let the children of Efrael 
go. They had been threatened: with the death of their frit 
born if they refufed, Butthey heeded none of thefe thi ngs, 
and this judgment came upon them as a juit retaliaiion for 
their difobedience and cruelty. 

Thus you fee, my friend, that all thefe judgments were fig. 
nificant, and that the wifdom of God, as well as his power 
was difplayed inthem, The laf awful plague was intended 


directly as a punifhment of the barbarous policy of deftroying 
all the male childten that were born among the Ifraelitese 


The pafchal Lamb, you will perceive was a flriking type of 
our great High Prieft, who offered himfelfa facrifice for the 
fins of the people; by whofe blood alone we can be faved 
from the deftroying Angel. 

In thefe judgments; many things were intended for the If. 
raelites: This people had been in Egypt more than two 
hundred years: and were, of courfe, much accuftomed to 
Egyptian manners, and habits of thinking. From thefe, and 
from various other caufes, they would be prone to imitate 
their idolatrous. practices. Mr. Bryant remarks as a proof of 
this temper, that. the fecond commandment was juft framed 
to fuit a people, who had lived in Egypt. To any other na 
tion it would have been fufficient to fay, ‘* Thou fhalt not 
make any graven image, nor any fimilitude of things.” But 
in Egypt they worfhipped cattle, and cats, and fnakes, and 
erocodiles, and moles, and almoft every thing elfe animate, 
andinanimate, It was therefore faid that no likenefs fhould 
be made of any thing that was in heaven above, or in the 
earth beneath,orin the water under the earth. It was a 
matter of no little importance, that the children of Ifrael 


fhould fee in {trong colors the folly of Egyptian worfhip; and 
“the vanity of trufting fuch Deities. You will, then be able 


to fee three important defigns inthefe plagues, The primary 
se | V 
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object was to bring.the children of Ifrael out of the houfe of 
Bondage. A fecond defign was to punifh the Egvptians, for 
their idolatrous practices? and the third was to deter the If 
raelites, from imitating their former mafters. And as one 
great intention of calling thefe people was to keep up a knows 
ledge of the true God in the world, this laft, was, as has been 
obferved, a matter of very great importance. And [I think 
it muft be acknowledged, that mothing could have been more 
wifely contrived to anfwer this, and the other purpofes fpeci= 
fied, than thefe awful judgments which we have juft con- 
fidered. 

I have now gone through Mr. Bryants obfervations upon. 
the plagues of Egypt. It may be proper here to inform you, 
that I have, in pafling, frequently added an obfervation or 
two of my own. This was done for the purpofe of explain» 
ing fome things, with which, I know, from the courfe of your 
reading, that you were not very well acquainted. To thefe 
things I only add my fincere wifhes that you may conftantly 
progrefs in knowledge, and in grace; in acquaintance with 
the {criptures, and in conformity to the image of God. 

Affedtionately and refpeifully yours, &ce 


—t 2 
EXPOSITION 


OF DANIEL Xi. 2. to Xil. 8 


I wis to call the attention of your readers to the conclus 
ding part of the laft prophecy of Daniel. This prophecy, 
(which commences at the fecond verfe of the eleventh chap- 
ter, and terminates at-the third verfe of the twelfth) defcribes © 


a feries of events. that were to happen in regular fucceffion, 
from the time of Daniel, to the very end of the world; confe- 


quently, it is the bufinefs of its interpreter, to follow undevias 


tingly the ftream of hiftory. Oyr Lord himfelf, hath beea 
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‘pleafed to determine one period in the prophecy, by referring 
the abomination of defolation, mentioned in Dan: xi. 31, to 


i the deftruction of Jerufalem, by the Romans. Hence, all 
Is thofe events, which are detailed by the prophet, subsequent to 
me, his mention of the abomination of defolatioa, mutt evidently 
kk be posterior in point of time, to the deftrution of Jerufalem- 
. Accordingly, in the thirty-fecond and thirty-third verfes, of 
e ‘the fame chapter, the perfecutions of the primitive chriftians 
38 ‘are fet forth: in the thirty-fourth, the converfion of the em= 
} ‘pire, under Conftantine, is mentioned ; ‘an event, which, as it 
| ‘encreafed the temporal profperity of the church, caufed ma- 
‘ ny worldly characters tocleave to it with flatteries: in the thir- 
“ ty-fifth verfe, the reformation is-noticed; and, in the thirty. 
, fixth, thirty-feyenth, thirty-eighth, and thirty-ninth, the cor- 
ruptions of popery are defcribed: the fortieth verfe .points 
: -eut the downfal of the papacy, and at the fame time exhibits 
. ‘to us the rife of an other formidable power, denominated the 
. Ring of the north. The king of the fouth, whatever prince 


‘be defignated by that name, fhall merely puth at the tyranny 
ofthe pope; but the king of the north fhall pour upon him 
‘ike a réfiftlefs torrent. He-fhall enter likewife into Paleftine, 
but Edom, Moab, and Ammon fhall efcape out of his hand. 
Lgypt, however, fhall-be fubjeéted by him; and the ‘Libyans 
‘and Ethiopians fhall be at his fteps. At length tidings out of 
‘the eaft, and out of the:north fhall trouble him; whereupon 
he fhall go with great fury to deftroy, and utterly to make 
away many. And now he fhall feize upon the holy moun- 
tain Zion, fituated between the Dead and the Mediterranean 
fea; but, notwithflanding all thefe exploits, he ‘fhall come to 
+his end, and.none fhall help him. At this precife time, a 
time of trouble, fuch as never was fince there was a nation, 
‘the reftoration of the Jews fhall take place. 


Such is this celebrated prophecy of Daniel; and the quef- 
tion is, who is pointed out to us, under the title of the king-of 
the north? Theeventful hiftory of this perfonage is fufiici- 
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entlv detailed ; but the two mot prominent features in St, are 
his subversion of the pepul power,.and his cotemporancousness 
with te return of the Fews. 1 fuipeét that fome further light 
will be thrown upon his character, by referring conjointly to 
a prediction of Ezekiel, and to a part of the revelation of St. 
John. In the former of thefe phrophecies, a prince is def. 


cribed, under the name of Gog, (Ezek. xxxvili. 2) who fhould 
proceed out of the north with an immenfe armament, (ver 15.) 
actended by the Perfians, the Cufhites, and the children of 
Phut, who fhould make a grand attack upon the Ifraelites, 
now refettled in their own country, and who fhould there 
mect with a compleat defeat. In the latter, two invafions of 
Gog feem to be pointed out; the one before, and the other 
aiter the millennium, (Revel. xix. 17. and xx..8.). Both ate 
tempts, however, completely mifcarry ; and St. John and 
Ezckicl, equally mvite the fowls of the air tofced upon 
the ficfh of the flaughtered army. It is obfervabie, that Eze« 
kiel, in Ais account of Gog, makes no mention of the downfal 
of popery ; whereas St. John, reprefents the deftruction of 
Rome, the myitic Babylon, as coctaneous with the firft grand 
battle. It appears, therefore, that Gcg affifls in the over: 
throw of the papacy, and attempts to conquer the Jews in Pas 
leitine, where he and all his forces are completely cut off- 
Precifely the fame actions, however, and at precifely the fame 
period, are afcribed by Danicl to the king of the north; 
whence we are almott compelled to fuppofe the identity of 
the king of the north, and Gog the great northern prince of 
Metech and Jubal. Uf this be the cafe, which I think to be 
nearly indifputable, I could wifh fome of your learned cor- 
refpondents to confider how far we have aright to conclude 
that arch-apoftate Bonaparte to be the prince of the north 
mentioned by Daniel, Ezekiel, and St. John. Some of his 
actions certainly correfpond very minutely with thofe of Da- 
niel’s king of the north. Thus, confidered with refpe& to 
Italy, he is a northern power ; he hath come againft the papal 
territory like a whitlwind; he hath entered into many coun» 
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© EE tries, hath overflowed, and paffed over; he hath attacke@ 
ss Palcfline ; but, by the fingular intrepidity of fir Sidney Smith, 
tc Edom, Moab. and Ammon, were delivered out of his hands 
o heverthelefs the land of Egypt hath not efcaped him, and the 
t. Copts and the Arabs have attended his fteps. 
f. Should this phrophecy then relate to Bonaparte, hitherto 
Id it hath ‘been accomplifhed, and in God’s own time will be 
) ‘completely fo ; but ifit do not relate to him, the events are 
of yet future. Gog and Magog are generally thought to be the 
S, northern and fouthern Scythians; it is almoft fuperfluous to 
e ‘obferve, that moft of the modern Europeans are of Scythic or 
rf ‘Tartar origin; but whether we may, with ‘propriety, apply 
r ‘the titles of Gog, Mesech, and Tubal to the Franks at prefent, 
< ‘iuafmuch as they have long fince quitted the wilds of Tartary 
1 and occupied a more fouthern fituation, I willnot venture to 
2a ‘determine. A writer inthe Antijacobin Review of July laft 
. thas, too raflily applied the phrophecy of the king of the north 
l to Bonaparte. Before that can be positively done, it ought to 
; ‘be fhown, that the character of the northern prince of Mefech 
| aud Tubal, is the charaCter of the Corfican defpot. 
Bifhop Horfley, in his admirable elucidation of the eigh. 
teenth chapter of Ifaiah, thinks that the reftoration of the 
jews will be effected by the then prevailing maratime power. 
Oppofed as Great Britain is to the inordinate ambition of 
Fiance, if Bonaparte be the northern king deftined to attack 
“the Jews in Paleftine, and confequently to be their mortal 
enemy, England mav poffibly be the nation deftined to e{poule 
‘their caufe, and to effect their reftoration. 
Should you'think thefe obfervations worthy of a place im 
‘your valuable mifcellany, they are much at your fervice. 


Ch, Cb. 
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ANTIQUITIES. . 


ey Gee 


Tite day of expiation among the Jews, though not a fefti. 
val properly fpeaking, yet mult be confidered as among their 


religious inflitutions. It happened between the Pentecoft, 
ard the feaft of Tabernacles. The tenth day of the month 
Tifri, being the firft month of the civil year, was appropriated 
to this folemn fafl. It was ufually termed the great faft, 
becaufe the people fafted all the day long, and fome began it 
even the day before, or what is more probabie, becaufe it was 
the only ftated faft enjoined by the Levitical Law. In the 
16th chapter of Leviticus, this faft is inftituted, and the cere- 
monies are eftablifhed. Some of them belonged to the people 
and others were {pecially appointed for the High Prieft. The 
firft were thofe of abflaining from all kind of food, and all 
manner of work. ‘Vhe fecond were, that feven days before 
the feaft the high prieft left his houfe and went into the teme 
ple to purify bim{elf againft the approaching folemity. 

The afhes of the red heifer were put upon his head on the 
Sd and 7th days, which was a kind of expiation. The night 
before the day of expiation he wafhed his hands, his feet, and 
his whole body feveral times, and changed his garments at 
every walhing. When the day was come, after the ufual 
sacrifice he offered feveral others, both for the Priefts in gen- 


eral, and for himfelf and his family in particular. On that 
day were offered 15 facrifices, viz. 12 whole burnt offerings? 


and other expiatory facrifices, both for the people and priefts. 
For the high prieft’s family was offered a young bullock, on 
which he laid his hands, and confeffed his own fins, and thofe 
ofhis houfe. He afterwards caft lots upon two goats, that 
were offered for the people, one whereof was to be facrificed, 
and the other fent into the defert. He then flew the calf and 
the ram that were appointed for the expiation of his own fins, 
and thofe of his brethren the priefts. : 
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When all thefe preparations was over, he went into the holy 
of holies in the drefs of a common priett, becaufe this was a 
day of affliction, and burned before the mercy feat the p=rs 
fumes which he had brought from the altar. This perfume 
raifed 2 kind of cloud that hindered people from looking ino 
the Ark, which was reckoned an heinous offence. Thenhe 
came out to receive from one of the prie{ts the blood of the 
young bullock, and carried it into the holy of holies ; where, 
ftanding between the ftaves of the ark, he f{prinkled fome of 
it with his fiager upon the mercy feat. By this ceremony he 
made himfeif fit to atone for the fins of the people. After. 
wards, he came out of the holy of holies, and too« the blood of 
the goat which he had flain, and f{prinkled it upon the mercy 
feat, as he had done that ofthe bullock before. He thencame 
once more out of the holy of holies, and took fome of the blood 
of the goat and bullock, which he poured into the horns of the 
inner altar, which were hollow for that purpofe, near the vail 
that divided the holy place from the most holy, and alfo on the 
bafis of the outer altar. Each of thefe {prinklings was done 
feven times, Laftly, the high prieft laid both his hands upon 
the head of the other goat, and had him conveyed into the 
wildernefs by a proper perfon, after he had confeffed over him 
the fins of the peuple, and thus transferred them upou his heade 

This was a very expreflive ceremony, ‘The fins of the peos 
ple were done away by the facrifice of the firft goat, and to 
fhew that they would no more be had in remembrance, the 
fecond was loadened with them, and carried with them into 
the wildernefs, which was thought to be the abode of Devils, 
the authors of all vice and iniquity. This goat was called ghaza.’ 
ze/ that is according to fome, a devil, becaufe it was fent away 
with the fins of the people. The Septuagint has rendered it 
by a word that fignifies to remove or turn away evil. The 
word may alfo fignify an emiffary or fcape goat from the word 


. @% which fignifies a goat, and azu/ to feperate : and it wasa 


common opinion among the ancient Hebrews, that deferts and 
uninhabited places were the abode of devils, Therefore the 
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people were in the habit. of infulting: over and curfing this 
goat ; they {pit upon him, plucked off his hair, and in-fhort 
ufed him as an accurfed thing. No foctheps of this ufage 
appear in the Levitical Law; but it is certain that it was very, 
ancient, fince St. Barnabas who was cotemporary with the 
Apofiles, in his Epiftle written not long after the avfcoties 
of ferufalem, makes exprefs. mention of it. : . 

The ill treatment our bleffed Saviour met with feo the 
Jews, had fome conformity with this cultom, and it is evident 
that his enemies dealt with him in the fame manner as they 
were ufed to do with the goat ehazazel, as: Yertullian hath ohe 


ferved. Itis very probable, that the ancient J-ws:took oceas: 


fion, from fome paffages out of the prophets (Maiah 4, & 5344 
3d. Zach. xii. 11.) to bring in the cuftom of thus iofulting the 
Goat ghazazel, and crowniag him withared ribbon, or a 
piece of red fluff which was in the fhape of a tongue. © Et was 
alfo the cuftom among the Heathens to load with catfes and 
imprecations thofe human facrifices that were offered: for the 
puplic welfare, and to crown them with red ribbands, (vid 
Virg. Aqn. Lib. 2. v. 133. 


If it be afked, for what reafon God was oleafed to choofe 
the vileft and moit defpicable of thofe animals, that were clean 
to be offered on the days of expiation, we fhall anfwer with 
Bochart and others, that the Egyptians entertaining a very 
great veneration for goats, and the Ifraelites themfelves ha* 
ving worfkipped them in Egypt, (Levit. 17, 7.) the defign of 
God feems to have been, to turn them from this kind of idolas 
try, by appointing the one to be offered for a facrifice, and the 
other to be loaded with the iniquities of the people. 

When the high Prieft had performed all thefe funétionss 
he went into the court of the women, and read fome part of 
thelaw. Laftly he came the fourth time into the holy of holies 
to bring back the Cenfer, and the pan wherein the fire was, 
When, therefore, it is faid in fcripture, that the high Prieft 
entered only once a year into the holy of holies, it muft be une 
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derftcod of one day in the year, and not that he made but one 
entrance on that day. Every thing was done in order, and 
when one funétion was over, the high Prieft was obliged to 
come out and perform other ceremonies ; which, according to 
the law, would not be done in the moft holy place, as wafhing 
himfelf, changing his cloaths, flaying the facrifices &c. 

We have dwelt longer upon this inftitution, becaufe it hath 
a greater conformity with the chriftian religion than any other, 
fince, through all its parts, it was typical of the moft impors 
tant miyfteries of chriflianity. It was in general the moft 
lively reprefentation of the atonement which was made fon 


the fins of mankind by the blood of Jefus Chrift. It is wor 
thy of obfervation that Philo-Judzus had fome notion of this 


truth, for he fays, in his Treatife de Soma. p. m. 447, that the 
word of God, whereby he means the Son, is the head and glos 
ry of propitiation, that is of what renders men acceptable to 
Gods Thefe paffages of Scripture, that Fesus Christ gave 
himsel ifa ransom for many, that he was made the propitiation 
for our sins ; that he was the propitiation not only for our sins, 
but also for those of the whole world, and fuch like expreffions 
that occur in almoft every page of the gofpel, receive great 
light from this typical inftitution. 

Not only were thefe facrifices offered on the day of expiati« 
on, a more exact reprefentation of the facrifice of Jefus Chrift 
than any other, but the perfon, alfo, who made the atone- 
ment, was, in many refpects qualified to reprefent the Azgh 
priest of the chriftian church. He was qualified 

Fir. Upon account of his dignity, which according to 
the Jews, was at its utmoft height, when he entered into the 
holy of holies. For which reafon he was called great among 


| his brethren. This dignity was fo very confiderable, that 


Philo does not fcruple to fay in his Treatife de Monar: p. 63, 
and de Somar: 872, * Lhatthe high priest was to be something 
more than human ; that he more nearly resembled God, than all 
the rest, that he partook both of the divine and human nature.’ 


It feems to have been with a defign of exprefling both the hos 
Ww. 
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finefs and dignity of the high prieft, that the law injoined: 
that none fhould remain in the Tabernacle, whilft the high 


prieft went into the holy of holes. 
Second. He further reprefented our high prieft by his ho. 


linefs.—It was to denote this holinefs, that in the anointing 
of the high prieft, a greater quantity of oil was ufed, than. in 
that of his brethren, whence he is called, the priest anointed, 
Nothing can better reprefent the holinefs of Jefus Chrift than’ 
this great plenty of oil ufed in the confecration, of Aaron; 
and it was undoubtedly in allufion to this anointing, that 
Jefus Chrift is tiled in Scripture the holy one, 7 way of 
eminence. 

Third. He reprefented Jefus: Chrift by his being on, that 
day a mediator between God and the people. For.though 
Mofes is called a mediator in the New Teftament, yet it is 
certain that the high prieft was invefted with this. office on 
the day of expiation. Mofes muft indeed be acknowledged 
asa mediator, God having by his means made a covenant 
with the children of Ifrael. But, as they were apt to. tranf. 
grefs the law, it was neceffary that there fhould be a medias 








tor, who by his interceffion and facrifices, might reconcile 
them to God. Now, this was the high prieft’s fun&tion, So 
that Mofes and Aaron were exact types of the two fold mes 
diation of Jefus Chrift. By him was the new covenant 
made, and by his own blood hath he forever reconciled mane 
kind to Gods 

Fourth. ‘The entrance of Jefus Chrift into heaven once 
for all, there to prefent his own blood to God, as.an atone. 
ment for our fins, was very clearly typified by the high priefts 
going once a year into the holy of holies with the blood of the 
victims. 

As for the two goats, we learn, by the epiftle of Barnabas 
as quoted above, that they were looked upon.as typical. They 
both reprefented the fame thing, but under different ideas. 
The offering of the one denoted the remiffion of the peoples 

: imiquitics, and the fending of the other into the wildernefs 
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7 thewed, that they were carried away, or blotted out of God's 
gh remembrance. To which there feems to be an allufion in the 
% prophet Tfaiah, when it is faid, that God casts sin behind his 
ho. B back, and in the bottom of the fea. The facrifice of Jefus 
ing @ Chrift may be confidered under thefe two different views ; 
he hath done away our fins, hath taken them upon-himfelf, and 
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a nailed them to his crofs. 
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ms RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 

Tne following interefting letter fromthe Rev. Gideon Black- 
hat burn, miffionary among the Cherokee Indians, in the fate 
igh of Tenneffee, to the chairman of the ftanding committee of 
is -miffions, has been lately received. Can wealthy chriftians 
on read it, and not offer him fome affiftance ! The fecond Indi- 
ed s an {chool which he.has-opened, he will have to provide for 
int principally himfelf. The funds of the General Affembly, 
ats already burdened to the utmoft, can afford him but little, 
las -perhaps no relief. Assem. Missonary Mag. — | 
le 
4 Maryville, Fan. 24%, 1806. 
= Rev. Sir, 

- I Sewsisry feél the need of friendly counfel, 
ue “Could I but fit befide you a few minutes, it would probably 

‘relieve my mind ; however,-I am relieved by the confiderati-e 
- on that Fesus rigns. 

Early in this winter, an Indian named Quotoquitke, three of 
a ‘whofe fons and ftep-fons I have at fchool, went to Charlefton 
" to lay in fome goods, as he is engaging in the line of mer- 

-chandizing, and took with him one of the boys, who was foe 
a ‘advanced as not only to be an interpreter, but alfo todo 
y bufinefs for his father. During their ftay in the city, the boy 


‘became infected with the fmall-pox, though it never was dif- 
‘covered until he had reached the borders of the nation on his 
‘return home, The Indians incautioufly flocked round him, 
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as he paffed through the towns, to fee what was the matter) 
and before he arrived at home on the 18th inftant, it is pro. 
bable he had fpread the infection pretty generally. I was im. 
mediately notified, and went without delay to the fchool, 
knowing that none of the mafter’s family, except himfelf, had 
ever had the {mall pox ; and alfo, that the children had fcarce- 
ly all returned after a fhort vacation I had given them at the 
beginning of the year. The moft of them came through the 
neighborhood of the infeéted family, which was-only eight 


miles from the fchool. I found thirteen only had arrived, 
and feveral of the reft, as I expeéted, were in the neighbor- 
hood of the difeafe. Istherefore, thought proper to forbid 
their coming on, till it fhould be determined whether they 
were infected, The cafe was truly critical! the poor little 
dear children earneftly begging of me to do fomething to fave 
them, and I[ had nothing in my power ; as I had made imme- 
diate inquiry of the faculty for the vaccine matter, but was 
tuld there was none in the ftate : and fhould I inoculate with 
the variolus matter, and any of the children die, the other 
Indians wou!d undoubtedly be offended, and the inftitution 
would be ruined, To remove them to the fettlements would 
have been both hazardous and expenfive ; as fome bad fellows : 
who are difaffeéted, would have immediately reported that I 
was kidnapping the children: and likewife, as I had laid in 
provifions for the feafon, it would have been coftly to remove 


fifty miles through the wildernefs. To force the poor little 


crying things to face the danger, by difbanding the fchool, 
appeared cruel; I therefore, determined to keep thofe who 
were at the {chool together, ufing fuch fimple preventatives or 
preparatives as were in my power, hoping they might e{cape, 
until you might have it in your power to fend me the vaccine 
matter, which, if it could feafonably arrive, might not only fave 
the fchool, buta large fhare of the nation, Oh! how humanity, 
efpecially if aided by fincere piety, drops the tender tear at 
the reflection of fo diftreffing a diforder raging amongft, and 
hurrying into eternity, poor favage fouls, unacquainted with 
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“their deftiny or their God! Can the civilized world be oleae 
‘of guilt, i in fo long neglecting the refcue of poor heathens from 


their favage ftate? The Lord has made us treafures of hig 
bounty, and loudly called on us to give of his own to fave his 
favage offspring ; and oh, how many chrittians refufe to coms 
ply, or'do it fo {paringly as to be inadequate to anfwer the end ! 
In Auguift laft, in anfwer to the preffing requeft of that part 
of the nation, I eftablifhed another fchool, in the lower part of 
the nation, which confifts of from twenty-five to thirty-two 
{cholars. They are learning to admiration. I fhall have it 


“Shortly in my power to fend you fpecimens of their induftry 


and progrefs, which will furprife you. This fchool I have os 
pened, trufting in God that he will bring about fome means to 
defray its expenfe. Had I fufficient to carry on education, by 


‘chriftian teachers, to the extent the Indians would now defire, 


a few years would raife in the forelts civilized families and 
magnificent churches; but my ‘poverty, and the wants ofa 
little family, tie my hands. This, together with the continue 
ation of the affliétion in my leg, which often obliges me to 
climb the craggy cliff when [ cannot ride, by the help of my 
crutch, caufes me to fit down in the lonely foreft and vent my 
wifhes in tears of diftrefs. But, glory to God! the day ig 
coming when the heathen fhall be given to Jefus, and the 
treafures of the rich fhall bear the tidings of the gofpel to the 
ends of the earth. [ fhall then fee accomplifhed what I ar 
dently defired ; what, in pain indefcribable, 1 laboured to ef. 
fect, but could not. 

I with to fee you in May, if the $reatnefs of the fatigue I 
have to undergo, and the intenfenefs of the pain I fuffer, does 
not make it impoffible. Ihave alfoa poor little family for 
whofe fupport I am obliged to labor, atevery hour I can fpare 
from my parochial or miflionary labors, May the Lord foo 
build up Zion, and make her a praife in the earth. 


Iam, &c. 


GIDEON BLACKBURN. 


Rev. Asivel Greem 
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Extracts from the Report of the Directors of the Miffonayy 


fh Society, to their eleventh General Meeting, held i in Lam 
“, don, on the sth, 9th, and 10th of May 1805, 


OTAHEITE. 3 Y ie 


~ Thx the courfe of the laft year, we have received the journals 
‘ot the miffionaries at Otaheite, from Oober, 1802, to April, 
"4803. ‘The civil war in that ifland, which had placed our 
brechren in a critical fitustion, having been happily brought to 
a clofe, they were enabled to purfue the object of their miffi- 
on without any moleftation. The brethren Jefferfon and 
Wott, afterwards the brethren Bicknell and Wilfon, made a 
preaching tour through different parts of the ifland, and pub. 
lifhed the glad tidings of falvation by Jefus Chrift to the na. 
‘tives, fome of whom gave them an attentive hearing, but the 
‘greater part treated their mefiage with levity and difregard. 
‘The brethren firft mentioned had an opportunity, in the courfe 
of their journey, to addrefs nearly four thoufand adult perfons, 
which is probably more than half the total inhabitants of the 
ifland, for by the ravages of war and difeafe, the miffionaries 
had reafon to conclude that the inhabitants are reduced to the 
number of fix or feven thoufand fouls: Their increafed ace 
‘quaintance with the people has difcovered a dreadful degree 
of moral turpitude, generally prevailing among them, which 
has, no doubt, been much aggravated by the intercourfe of 


wicked Europeans among them. Their principal defire has 
been by every means in their power to procure firearms and 


ammunition, which they employ every opportunity that occurs 
for accumulating; a citcumftance by no means favourable to 
the miffionaries, who, however, confoled themfelves with thiS 
glorious truth, that ** the Lord God omnipotent reigneth,’’* 





* The dire&tors enjoyed the fatisfaction of converfing with 
a gentleman who had refided fome months on the ifland, and 
whofe account of the ftate of things there, correfpoaded with 
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"The mifionaries exprefs their deep wepret that ‘human fae 
trifices were ftill frequen ly offered by the chief, to render his 
god propitious ; and that #ne cruel practice of murdering i in= 
fants was alfo continued, which, with the caufes before afign. 
ed, contributed to the fpeedy depopulation of the country- | | 
An event took place on the 3d of September, 1803, the 
confequences of which the miffionaries were unable to tore. 
fee. The Dart, an Englifh brig, employed in the feal-tkin 
trade, touched at that ifland, in confequence of fome difap~ 
pointment in the object of her voyage ; by which circumitance 
our brethren received afmall fupply of nece fary articles* 
When the Dart was about to leave the ifland, and was plying’ 
in and’ out of the bay, waiting for fome provifion which had 
been promifed, the chief (Pomarre, father of the reigning 
prince Otoo) was proceeding in a canoe to the veflel with two 
of his people, but being fuddenly attacked ‘by a vidlént pain, 
he dropped the paddle from his hand, fell down on his face 
in the canoe, and never uttered another word: ‘The canoe 
returned to the fhore, and Pomarre fhortly expired: : 
- This chief having long been the powerful friend and pros 
tector of our mifhonary brethren, it was natural for them to 
feel fome apprehenfions on this fudden removal. ‘ They 
therefore prudently requefted the captain of the Dart to defer 
his failing till the next day, that they might have an opportu. 
nity of afcertaining whether they might indulge the hope of 
continued fafety under the fucceflors of Pomarre. The re- 
fult of {uch inquiries, as a few hours admitted of their making, 





the journals and letters of our miffionaries. He confirmed 
the information above mentioned, concering the avidity with 
which the natives procured firearms, and faid he believed 
they might poffefs about 120 mufquets. He obferved thag 
the miffionaries feemed to be fatisfied as to their own perfon*. 
al m faleity and thought there was no occafion for their friendg 
* €ntertain any painful appreheniions concerning them, 
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waa, ‘¢ they trufted they might rely on the affurances of Otod 
and Edea, that they fhould remain unmolefted in the eXefe 
cife of their miffion, whatever changes might take place in 
the government.” The miffionaries appear to have been ge. 
nerally treated with civility and fometimes with kindnefs, i in 
the tours they made; and, though the greater part of the: per- 
fons who heard them preach the gofpel, were carelefs and i Ins 
attentive, yet a few liftened with becoming regard, atked quef 
tions, and wifhed for further information.“ On the whole,” 
fays our brethren, “although we can give no flattering hopes 
of the fuccefs of the gofpel, yet we believe the means are not 
ufed in vain. The.names of Jehovah and Jefus Chrift are 
univerfally known, and feveral truths refpe@ing them ; and, 

as God has appointed the preaching of the word for the fale 
vation of finners, we hope in due time, that end will be ane 


{wered in Otaheite.” 
AFRICA. 


The dire&tors in the next place advert to the ftate of our 
miffions in South Africa, of which, however, through the in 
terruption of direct and regular communication with the Cape, 
they are not enabled to fpeak fo particularly as they wifhe 
From our excellent brother Dr. Vanderkemp, no intelligence 
has been received later than Feb. 29th, 1804; that intelligence 
however, was highly fatisfactory; as it not only affured us of 
the continuance of his valuable life, and the reftoration, in 
fome degree, of his health; but affords frefh occafion to thank 
the Lord of the harveft for the powerful influences of the Ho. 
ly Spirit crowning his labors, and thofe of Mr. Read, his 
faithful colleague, with confiderable fuccefs, 

The particulars of this fuccefs we have obtained from the 
Annual Report of this miffion, for the year 1803, drawn up 
by by brother Read; and to which the Doétor refers in his 
letter. This Report, after long delay, has come to hand, and 
contains important information. The gofpel, which proved,, 


in many happy inftances, the power of God to the falvation of 
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the poor Hottentots, became a ftumbling-block and a rock of 
offence to many of the Boors, who notwithftanding the name 


of chriftians, which they ygdefervedly bear, laboured to keep 
the Hottentots in total igforance of the gofpel, and were en. 


raged at the miffionaries, the diffufion of whofe light difcover- 
ed and condemned their horrid aéts of oppreffion and murder. 
Irritated to the higheft pitch, they labored to feduce the peo- 
ple into drunkennefs, whoredom, and other vices, and to pre- 
judice their minds by the moft injurious falfehoods; they 
would have rejoiced to deftroy the lives both of the miffiona. 
ries and their difciples, and when they could not effeét this, 
they committed depredations oa their property. 

Amidit thefe difficulties and dangers, our brethren were 
fometimes on the point of determining to leave their fituation. 
But the Lord by his good providence interpofed in their fa- 
vour, and on the arrival of the Dutch governor Janfens they 
obtained protection while they continued there ; and, as was 
mentioned in a former report, the feat of the miffion was re- 
moved by the advice of the Governor, to a fpot now called 


Bethelfdorp, where, we prefume, the labours of our brethren 
are yet continued. A fettlement was formed at this place, 
in which a church and habitations were fpeedily conftruéted, 
the walls and roof of which are compofed of reeds; exten. 
five gardens were alfo planted, andevery prudent meafure 
adopted to procure a fupply of corn, and various kinds of ve. 
getables for the ufe of the little colony. A plan of this fet. 
tlement has lately been forwarded from Holland, and will ap- 
pear, probably, in the next number of our tranfactions. Their 
{chool confifts of about 30 or 40 children, of whom 20 could 
read and f{pell. 

Our brethren, during their dangers and trials, confoled 
themfelves in the expectation of being foon joined by brother 
Irvin, who had long waited at the Cape for a conveyance to 
Algoa Bay: but it has pleafed the fovereiga Difpofer of hu- 


.. Maan events to difappoint their hope and ours ; for the veffel 


in which he failed was wrecked on the coaft, and the Society 
: Xx 
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was deprived ofa truly devoted fervant of Chrilt, whofe lac 
hours, at the Cape and its vicinity, yefpecially among the fole 
diers, had been eminently ufeful. 4, the lofs of this veffel 
our brethren were alfo difappointed in their expectation of 
receiving a printing prefs, cafh.and other fupplies, fent out 
by this fociety, for their ufe ; but, fays the Dodtor “ we lay 
our hands upon our mouth, and:fay ‘ The Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath.taken away ;” he alfo adds, with. truly, chriftiam: 
confidence in divine affiftance “ refpecting the means. likely 
to be furnithed for our future fupport, I can only reply, it is 
uncertain what fellow creatures may do, but Chrift will moft 
certainly fupply us abundantly with all that is neceflary for 
us, to carry his glorious. plan inte execution, and this. is all 
that we can wifh for.’”” 

The Directors have lodged'a fufficient credit in théir favor™ 
at Cape Town, both for the purpofes of their own. fuppdrt, 
and of promoting and enlarging their miffionary operations. 

In the Report of our brethren, before mentioned, we have: 
the utmoft fatisfation in learning thet the Lord continued to 
blefs their labours at Bethelfdorp, and that the kingdom.of. 
grace was {preading more and more among the poor Hotten- 
tots. The progrefs-alfo of the fcholars in learning to read, 
and in acquiring.religious knowledge was aftonifhing to our 
brethren, cnowing; asthey did full well, the peculiar langor, 
ftupidity, and averfion to every exertion, mental or corporeal, 
which charaéterizes the natives ; which indeed proves, as 
our miffionaries obferve, ** that nothing is impoffible to God.” 

We regret that we are not able to report the ftate of the 
other Miffions in Africa;.the fufpenfion of correfpondence 
leaves us wholly unacquainted with the circumftances of our. 
brethren Bekkar, Verfler, Tromp, Vanderlingen, Anderfon, 
and Cramer; as alfo of the operations of the South African. 
miffionary fociety, who we truft are all at their refpective pofts, 
labouring unceafingly in the work of the Lord. A little time. 


we truft will bring us welcome advices from all thefe quarters, 
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ne the lan year, a.meafure of confiderable importan¢e 
thas beenadopted with aise the future managerent 6f 


‘the Mifions in Africa.” The ftrong prejudices entertained 
‘by fome narrow minded perfons in that country againft the 
Miffionary Inftitution, not only -fermed but direéted and ma- 
maged by Englifhmen, with whom the Dutch were engaged 
an hoftilities, were fuch as to induce Dr. Vanderkemp to re- 
‘commend that the’ management fhould be entrufted to the 


shands of the Netherland miffionary fociety. The clamour 


‘of thefe people, though oftenfibly of a political nature, was 
-really nothing more than the refult of a deep rooted enmity 


-againft'God,-and the extenfion of his kingdom among the 


heathen. It was judged, however, prudent to fubmit to the 
«method propofed; and the directors, after mature confidera- 
tion. of the plan and regulations, propofed by the Dutch focie- 
ty (which was publifhed in No, 12 of the Tranfaétions) have 
‘with entire fatisfaétion adopted the whole fy{ftem, 

Our friends are already, in-general,‘apprized that our ex 


‘cellent brother -Kitcherer, with the chriftian Hottentots who 
paida vifitto England with him, have, after long and una- 
woidable delays, proceeded to Africa. They failed in an 
American veffel captain King, from Amfterdam, in Oober 
laft. They were accompanied by feveral new labourers, viz. 
Mr. and Mrs. Vos, of ‘Holland, who are to be employed in 
the {chool at-Zak river; alfo two brothers, Mr. Chriftian Al- 


bricht and Mr. Auftin Albright ; thefe are to perform the of. 
‘fices of fchool mafters and teachers; and, if neceffary, are to 


be fent to other parts of-the country, to extend the gofpel. 
Another miffidnary, Mr. Ulbricht, is alfo fent out with them, 
who is intended to join Dr. Vanderkemp and Mr. Read at 
Bethelfdorp. Befides thefe, Mr. Syden Faden is fent forth, 
at the expenfe of the Rotterdam fociety, and who is to mae 
nage the focial affairs at Zak river, while Mr, Kicherer is fue 
‘perintendant of the whole. Letters received from thefe new 
labourers before and at the time of their departure, were 
highly fatisfaftory; and the directors entertain a pleafing con- 
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fidence that they will prove valuable helpers to the good work 


in that quarter, where the Lord has already difplayed fo 
much of his gracious powers | 


. 
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ANECDOTE. 


Danger of public amusements. 


Atypius, a friend of St. Auguftine, was accuftomed td 
hold in the utmoft horror and deteftation the gladiatorial come 
bats, which were exhibited in the age in which he lived. Be- 
ing invited one day by his companions, to be a fpectator of 
thofe inhuman fports, he refafed to go. They, however, infift- 
ed on his accompanying them; and drew him along againfl his 
will, When they had all taken their feats, the games com- 
inenced. Alypus fhut his eyes, that objeéts fo abominable 
might not pollute his mind: ‘* Would to God,” faid Auguf- 
tine, ‘* he had aifo flopped his ears!” For having heard a 
great cry, he fuffered himfelf to be conquered by his curiofity, 
and opened his eyes to fee what it was, imagining that he ftilk 
could fhut them. No fooner did he behold the purple ftream 
iffuing from the body of the unhappy wretch, than inftead of 
turning away his eyes, they were arrefted on the objeét, and 
became intoxicated with thofe brutal combats. He was no 
longer the fame man: he, by degrees, imbibed the fentiments 
of the multitude around him, joined in their fhouts and ex. 
clamations, and carried away from the amphitheatre a vio- 
lent paffion for returning: and not only did he go the fecond 


time with thofe who had enfnared him, but he himfelf enti. 
ced others. Yet this man began at firft with an abhorrence 


of fuch criminal amufements, and refolved to take no part in. 
them: but fad experience taught him, that the beft refolutia 
ons are infufficient to withftand fo great temptations ; and that 
the only way to efcape danger is to keep at a diftance from it. 

May our young people learn, by this example to diftruft 
their own courage and refolution, and to fhun the entertains 
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ORIGINAL POETRY, 


Psatms xcvqt. 1—8, 
1 Jenovan reigns, let mortals raife 
A fong of joy, a fong of praife ; 
Let feas and lands his name declare, 
And Ifles refound it from afar, ; 
2 Dark clouds furround his awful f, 
Dread thunders roll bemench hie ms 
Juftice and judgment guard his throne 


And = = . 
Pyrr"~ and vengeance are his own. 
$ Devouring flames prep——_ , 


Through the black clouds his lights, 
And on his impious foes beneath 
Hurl confternation fire and death. 

4 The mountains fly before his frown, 
His fury tears their grandeur down; 
While haughty nations trembling own 
That he, the Lord, is God alone, 

5 Crufh’d by his {word the wicked fall, 
On their falfe gods in vain they call; : 


Their idols, impotent to fave, 
Sink with their vot’ries to the grave. 


6 And while his arm deftroys the proud 
a His children may rejoice aloud: 
Amidit the judgments of his hand 
Secure in peace fhall Zion ftand, 3 
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EVENING. 462 

Come év’ning, thy foft influence fhed. . 
Upon my weary drooping head : 
Give quiet to this troubled breaft, 
And charm the cares of day to refts , 

Oft at. thy fober foothing hour 
I feek the cool fequefter’d bow’r ; 
Hither I. come, in penfive mood, 
To tafte the joys of folitude ; 
On the fmooth cryftal ftream to gaze 
And trace its playful winding maze ; 
Or on the hill to fix my eye 
With varied flope afcending high, 
Where loftieft pines their heads difplay 
Ting’d by the fun’s mild parting ray ; 
To view the cliffs uncouth and tall, 
To hear the the diftant waterfall, 


To drink the mufick of the grove, 


The artlefs harmony of love: 
I1-:1 eurar mades ! With joy I greet. 


Your ever pleafant calm retreat, 
Belov’d by all the wife an4 geod, 
Their fax?ew with, their bleft abode. 
Retir’d from fcenes of ftrife and noife, 
Of thorny cares and glitt’ring toys, 
Far from the wayward giddy throng 
Who plod in life’s dull path along, 
In fhades like thefe, they often roam 
And feel themfelves awhile at home; 
Here nature to her vot’ry fhows 
Charms which her vot’ry only knows ; 
With fweeteft founds delights his ear, 
Soft whifp’ring gales and woodnotes clear ; 
Prefents her profpeéts to his view 
Array’d in beauty ever new, 
O’er the broad vale attracts his fight 


To climb the mountain’s awful height, 
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Thence bids-‘his wond’ring thoughts take wing 
And foar away to nature’s King, « 
Whofe’glory all his works declare, 
Great fource‘of all that’s good and fair ; 
Creation’s Author, Guide and End, 
The good man’s {ure almighty Friend! 

Far from the world’s perplexing maze, 
Its idle whims, its vain difplays, 
And witiefs fafhion’s hard controul, 
Here the emancipated foul 
Life’s frauds and. emptinefs difcerns, 
And to defpife its follies learns : 
Rends gaudy grandeur’s thin difguife 
And difcontent beneath defcries ; 
For fruitlefs_riches, fighs no more, 
Nor fcales the flipp’ry fteep of pow’r; 
Nor envies them who win renown, 
Nor trembles at the proud man’s frown, 
For foon fhall wealth, and fame, and might 
Sink, like the fetting fun in night ; 
Ev’n earth herfelf muft foon decay 
And all her glories fade away. 

And when the light of day retires 
‘And the {weet woodland fong expires, 
While darknefs comes with filent pace 
And fteals each charm from nature’s face, 
Hope leaves this dreary low fojourn 
And mounts, on faith’s {trong pinions borne, 
Exulting, to that high abode 
Where all the juft behold their God: 
A land, exempt from toil and care, 
Where {pring pervades the boundlefs year; 
A land where perfect pleafures grow, 
¢O how unlike the foil below !) 
Where ftorms are never heard to roar, 
And night and wo are known no more. 
PHILANDER. 
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Sonnet to the meadow lark. 
Sweet bird! who lov’ft the meadows’ dewy fweets, 
And wak’ft with plaintive tones the early day ; 
Dear to the bofom which refponfive beats. 
The fentiment of forrow in thy lay. 
Touch’d by the ftrain, the fympathetic cord 
Of mellow’d fadnefs, wakes its tend’reft flow ; 
‘And recollection feels the hour reftor’d 
Ot deeper anguifh, and more pointed woe. 
For then, fweet bird! thy foft, unvaried ftrain, 
Sooth’d the long hours of uniform diftrefs ; 
Stole for a while upon the fenfe of pain, 
And gave a paufe to hopelefs wretchednefs. 
And {till thy notes a penfive charm impart, 
To calm the forrows of an aching heart.—Asem. Ma. 
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